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”Then have the trumpet sounded 
everywhere on the tenth day of 
the seventh month; on the Day 
of Atonement sound the trumpet 
throughout your land. Consecra-
te the fiftieth year and proclaim 
liberty throughout the land to all 
its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee  
for you; each of you is to return to 
your family property and to your 
own clan.”
(Lev. 25:9-10)
In Hebrew the fiftieth year is cal-
led Yovel, a celebration year, jubi-
lee. It is the year of the blowing of 
the ram´s horn. Thus Yovel got its 
name from the shofar announcing 
the beginning of the year.
The sound of the Yovel declares 
the beginning of a new era, the 
era of God´s favour towards Israel. 
In Hebrew the word yovel can be 
read in two ways. Either ”yovel”, 
which means a ram or a ram´s 

horn like a shofar, or in passive 
voice ”yuval”, is led or was led, 
like in Isaiah 53: ”he was led like 
a lamb to the slaughter… for the 
transgression of my people he was 
punished.”
Like a lamb which has a desire to 
follow its shepherd humbly, to be 
led, ”yuval”.
The three names of the shofar are   
like a road signs on our salvation 
path: Keren, which is the name in-
cluding the personal calling, rose 
up in smoke with the sacrificed 
ram instead of Isaac (Gen. 22:13).
On Mount Sinai the Israelites 
heard the sound of that horn, Sho-
far, for the first time when it called 
the people to make the change, a 
turn a round, teshuva.
The nation learned the sound of 
the shofar when The Lord himself 
blew the horn (Ex. 19:16).
From that point on the Israelites 

were commanded to blow them-
selves on the shofar (Lev. 25:9), 
until The Sovereign Lord himself 
blows it, this time the shofar cal-
led Yovel (Zech. 9:14).
Then He will announce freedom, 
liberation, a jubilee to all nations, 
to all of those who will hear His 
voice. 
Yeshua the Messiah, Jesus Christ, 
started his ministry in the syna-
gogue declaring with the words 
of Isaiah 61:1-2 proclaiming good 
news to the poor, freedom for the 
captives, release from darkness 
for the prisoners and proclaiming 
the year of the Lord’s favor.
Proclaiming the jubilee, which is 
The Messiah himself.
In Him is the heritage restored, the 
one we lost in the garden of Eden.
In Him is the essence of Yovel.
(http://torah-art.net)
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Dear reader!

This is the fifth Yovel magazine. The first was 
published in May 2017, coinciding thus with 
the celebration of the 50th anniversary of 
Jerusalem´s liberation. The timing was per-
fect, as the name of the magazine, Yovel, me-
ans the year of jubilee (50th year).

During this past year we have seen much agi-
tation and moving of tectonic plates in global 
politics. The day Finland celebrated recently 
its 100 years of Independence U.S.President 
Donald Trump announced the transfer of U.S. 
Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem acknow-
ledging thus Jerusalem as Israel´s official ca-
pital. This stirred up (again) a flood of com-
motion among the nations and Israel is once 
again surrounded by foamy waves from every 
direction. There are, however, a few brave 
countries following U.S.A.´s example, and we 
can only pray that Finland will eventually be 
one of them.

On our one year anniversary we have the ho-
nour to back up (in spirit anyway) the transfer 
of the Embassy. At the same time Israel is also 
celebrating its 70 years of existence as a nati-
on according to the western calender. In the 
Hebrew calender the big day was already in 
April.

Israel is the clock of time which shows the ful-
fillment of prophecies. We are living in unique 
times; our generation can see how the Word 
of God is coming true in the Middle East and 
then in all the world. This is also a season that 
calls us to carry our responsibility and stand 
with Israel more firmly. The best way to do it 
is to stand together. We are called to pray for 
Jerusalem but also to stretch out a helping 
and providing hand. The Messianic congre-
gations and communities in Israel need badly 
funds and support, and first of all they need 
to know that the Gentile part of the Bride is 
with them.

I have long had a dream, a vision in my heart, 
a yearning to be one with the Council of the 
Saints. The example laid by the Early Church, 
where they gathered in Jerusalem to make 
decisions about the course of conduct in ge-

neral, and where they came to discuss up-
coming problems. These issues could relate 
to any area of life from the interpretation of 
the Word to daily life. We can read about this 
practice in Acts 15. The Bible also tells us that 
on his missionary tours among the nations 
Paul took offerings, a material and financial 
gift, to be taken to the poor and needy of Je-
rusalem. The council of Jerusalem got its sup-
port in this same manner.

Even today the Bride among the nations is in-
vited to join in this charitable work. We ought 
to help the apple of God´s eye with spiritu-
al and material gifts. It may never be more 
than just a dream that the Bride would one 
day be so well organized that she would turn 
to the Council of the Saints in Jerusalem for 
consultation and spiritual strengthening. But 
the pattern is clear: material help and brot-
herly support would flow from the nations to 
the Promised Land, and the rivers of blessings 
would come in return to the nations from the 
council of our fathers, the authority of Israel´s 
Bride and thus the entire Bride´s spiritual aut-
hority. The hearts of the fathers would turn 
to the children, and the hearts of the children 
would turn to the fathers.

In any case, as for the Torah (and the entire 
Bible) we shall begin to see its signification 
after all these years during which the church 
has neglected God´s instructions (= the To-
rah). The ancient gathering of Jerusalem can 
be considered as a meeting between main 
builders (the Apostles) where they pondered 
and prayed how to go on building according 
to the principles of God´s word, life and the 
Messiah´s almighty power.
We who live in this time are priviledged peop-
le. We can have a part in rebuilding David´s 
fallen tabernacle, continuing the work they 
once started, but according to the lines rele-
vant to our days.

We have the pleasure to introduce a new col-
laborator in this memorable number of Yovel. 
Michael Rood, American Bible scholar and 
historian, rolls before our eyes a spicy study 
on the discoveries he has made concerning 
Daniel´s prophecies and Yeshua´s earthly mi-
nistry. I wish you interesting moments when 

you read his article and the rest of the ma-
gazine.

I want to thank you, dear reader, for having 
been with us during our first year. May God 
bless you and keep you!

Markus Nurmesniemi
editor
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(This article is taken from the 
introductory text in Michael 
Rood´s book The Chronological 
Gospels – The Life and Seventy 
Week Ministry of the Messiah, 
2001/2013, Aviv Moon Publis-
hing. All rights reserved. No part 
of this work may be reproduced 
in any form or altered in any way 
without the expressed written 
authorization from the publis-
her. Copyright ©2013 by Michael 
John Rood)

Written by: Michael Rood
Most of the Christian world has 
grown up with the concept that 
Yeshua´s ministry was three-and-
one-half years in duration. Howe-
ver, no scholar has ever been able 
to prove this hypothesis, and, in 
fact, the plain text of the Gospel 
narrative proves that a three-
and-one-half-year ministry is a 
mathematical impossibility.
The three-and-one-half-year mi-

nistry construct is the theological 
invention of an age-old religious 
system that offers no proof for 
that which it demands its adhe-
rents blindly accept.
Furthermore, this eschatological 
creation has tragically destroyed 
the Gospel chronology and heavi-
ly veiled the Gospel of the King-
dom that Yeshua taught.

It was Eusebius who first propo-
sed a three-and-one-half-year 
ministry, three hundred years 
after the resurrection of Yeshua. 
Every church “father” and histori-
an for the first three centuries eit-
her clearly stated, or never cont-
radicted, that Yeshua´s ministry 
was “about one year”. 
Eusebius proposed his undocu-
mented assertion as a fulfillment 
of Daniel´s 70 week prophecy, 
and now, after 1600 years, his 
eschatological adherents conti-
nue to voice his unprovable in-

vention with unwavering convic-
tion. His assumptions destroyed 
any chance of understanding the 
prophecy of Daniel that he was 
purportedly solving. Furthermo-
re, Eusebius´ followers have been 
left with unsolvable contradic-
tions if his inventions are main-
tained.

The aforementioned position for-
med a significant problem in the 
Gospel record. The account of the 
feeding of the five thousand on a 
hillside near the Sea of Galilee is 
recorded in the fourteenth chap-
ter of the Gospel of Matthew, 
the sixth chapter of the Gospel 
of Mark, the ninth chapter of 
the Gospel of Luke, and the sixth 
chapter of the Gospel of John.
This is the only miracle that is re-
corded in every one of the four 
Gospels. This event provides a 
synchronizing  marker – a qua-
druple account of  a single mo-

ment in time – that allows us to 
chronologically harmonize the 
Gospel records with absolute 
precision.

* In all four Gospels, the feeding 
of the five thousand takes place 
at the end of the summer when 
the twelve apostles return from 
their paired assignments throug-
hout the the villages of the Ga-
lilee (Matthew 10:1-14:2, Mark 
6:7-6:31, Luke 9:1-9:10, John 6:1)

* The sixth chapter of John re-
cords the feeding of the five thou-
sand took place two days before 
Yeshua taught in the synagogue 
at Capernaum on the Sabbath 
day. On that Sabbath, Yeshua´s 
exposition was on the subject of 
the Last Day and the Resurrecti-
on, the perpetual theme of Yom 
Teruah (Day of Trumpets).

* The seventh chapter of John 

A view from the valley of Har Megiddo, also known in English as Armageddon, in Israel in spring of 2017. Photo by: Markus Nurmesniemi
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opens with Yeshua making plans 
to go up to the Feast of Sukkot 
(Tabernacles), which begins on 
the fifteenth day of the seventh 
month, exactly two weeks after 
the Day of Trumpets.

* According to Matthew, Mark 
and Luke, the feeding of the five 
thousand occurred thirteen days 
before the “Mount of Transfigu-
ration” incident, which transpired 
on the tenth day of the seventh 
month, Yom Kippur (the Day of 
Atonement), the most holy day 
of the year (Matthew 14:22-17:9, 
Mark 6:45-9:10, Luke 9:17-36). 
John is the only author who does 
not record this event.

Hence, every Gospel record con-
firms that the feeding of the five 
thousand took place at the end 
of the summer, exactly eighteen 
days before the Feast of Sukkot.

However, a fatal error has been 
introduced into an otherwise 
flawless mathematical system. In 
the fourth verse of John chapter 
six, eight words were inserted 
into later copies of the Greek 
text in order to artificially lengt-
hen the ministry of Yeshua. It is 
the pinnacle of intrigue that the-
se eight words were appended 
to the very section of Scripture 
that guaranteed that the forge-
ry would eventually be exposed.  
And it was revealed by the one 
miraculous event recorded by all 
four Gospel authors: the feeding 
of the five thousand. In modern 
versions of the Gospel of John we 
read these eight infamous words 
(ten words in English):

“And the Passover, a feast of the 
Jews, was nigh.” (John 6:4, KJV)

Notice that the King James trans-
lators did not deem Passover, a 
proper noun, worthy of capitali-
zation. While the Greek version 
of John´s Gospel refers to Passo-
ver as “a feast of the Jews”, the 
Hebrew Scriptures declare that 
Passover is one of the Feasts of 
the LORD, which all Israelites 
were commanded to keep fore-
ver (Leviticus 23:14). Paul furt-
her proclaimed the Feasts of the 
LORD to be prophetic shadows of 

good things to come (Colossians 
2:16-17, Hebrew 10:1). However, 
the inserted words have much 
bigger problems than grammar 
or name. Let us examine whether 
or not it is even possible to insert 
a Passover at this juncture.

Passover occurs in the spring, on 
the fourteenth day of the first 
month (the month of the aviv 
barley, Exodus 23:15). The eating 
of the Passover Lamb also begins 
the seven-day Feast of Unleave-
ned Bread, before which all lea-
vened bread must be destroyed. 
Leavened bread must not be 
found in any part of the land of 
Israel until after the Feast is con-
cluded (Exodus 12:19). This is also 
one of the three yearly pilgrim 
Feasts for which all male Israeli-
tes are commanded to go up to 
Jerusalem (Deuteronomy 16:16). 
One must examine the Scriptures 
to find out whether or not leaven 
has been excluded, or travels to 
Jerusalem have been undertaken, 
during this time period.

The Gospel narratives clearly 
show us that Yeshua did not go 
up to Jerusalem for the “passo-
ver” referred to in the modern 
versions of John 6:4. Instead of 
keeping a Feast in Jerusalem, 
Yeshua assembled thousands of 
Israelites on a hillside in the Ga-
lilee and fed them with leavened 
barley loaves (John 6:9), which 
would have been a blatant viola-
tion of Torah if this were truly the 
time of Passover and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread.

Two days later, Yeshua taught 
another large assembly in the 
Capernaum synagogue who also 
did not go up to “passover” in 
Jerusalem. Instead of delivering 
a message relevant to Passover 
on that Sabbath, he taught them 
about the prophetic significan-
ce of the Day of Trumpets (John 
6:28-59). Yeshua was expounding  
on the prophetic significance 
of the Feast of Trumpets. Three 
days after his Sabbath teaching 
another Divinely multiplied store 
of leavened barley loaves (Matt-
hew 15:32-39), Mark 8:1-9). On 
this occation, a group of Phari-
sees from Jerusalem had arrived 

in the Galilee to confront Yeshua 
and his followers on the issue of 
breaking the rabbinic takanot 
(man-made laws) that concerned 
their ceremony of hand washing 
before eating bread. In this in-
cident, even the ultra-orthodox 
Pharisees showed no concern 
about keeping a Feast in Jerusa-
lem, but were themselves in the 
Galilee during this phantom “pas-
sover” to investigate the reports 
that Yeshua was teaching his 
disciples to disobey the invented 
rules and religious regulations of 
the rabbis.

During the following two weeks, 
Yeshua began his journey to Je-
rusalem for the Feast of Taber-
nacles, which occurs exactly six 
months before Passover (John 
7:2-10). Every Gospel author 
clearly shows that he never did 
go up to Jerusalem for the phan-
tom passover indicated in John 
6:4. Furthermore, if Passover re-
ally did occur in the sixth chapter 
of John, and if Yeshua went up to 
the Feast of Tabernacles at the 
beginning of the seventh chap-
ter of John, what did Yeshua do 
for the six months leading up to 
the “passover” of John 6:4 and 
for the other six months leading 
back to the Feast of Tabernacles 
in John 7:1?

Does it make sense that all four 
Gospel records are suddenly dead 
silent for an entire year? NO! The 
sixth chapter phantom “passo-
ver” is a nonsensical theological 
forgery.

Those conversant in the Divine 
requirements concerning the Fe-
asts know that either something 
is seriously wrong with the eight 
words of John 6:4 - “And the Pas-
sover, a feast of the Jews, was 
nigh.” – or there is something 
gravely wrong with Yeshua.

* If the eight words of John 6:4 
were not added by forgers, then 
Yeshua was in direct violation 
of Torah – the very command-
ments he swore he did not come 
to destroy or change (Matthew 
5:17-20)

* If the eight words of John 6:4 

were not added by forgers, then 
John has recorded prima facie 
evidence that Yeshua cannot be 
the Messiah since he deliberately 
disobeyed the Torah and did not 
fulfill its mandatory command-
ments (Deuteronomy 4:2, 12:32, 
13:1-5, 18:15-22).

* If the eight words of John 6:4 
were not added by forgers, then 
every Gospel account of the 
week-by-week ministry of Yeshua 
stops abruptly  and is dead silent 
for an entire year – except for the  
phantom “passover”  and the ini-
quitous “feast of leavened bread” 
supposedly celebrated in the Ga-
lilee.

The addition of those eight words 
to the later texts of John´s Gospel 
artificially extended the ministry 
of Yeshua to build a foundation 
for replacement theology and 
preterist eschatology. In brief, 
replacement theology is the con-
cept that Jesus started a new 
religion that mysteriously repla-
ced the eternal covenants with 
Israel.  Preterist eschatology goes 
on from there to teach that all Sc-
ripture and prophecy (including 
The Revelation) were fulfilled by 
70 CE, opening the door for “the 
vicar of Christ” to rule from his 
millennial throne in Rome. To 
support this position, it was ne-
cessary to artificially fulfill all se-
venty sevens of Daniel´s messia-
nic prophecy, and it would take 
exactly seven more years after 
Yeshua´s ministry began to make 
this invented replacement Chris-
tology work. 

So a three-and-one-half-year-
ministry of Messiah was invented 
by Eusebius, and an additional 
three-and-one-half-year period 
was inserted-by-interpretation 
from the book of The Acts to give 
Eusebian dogmas theological 
credence. The support for this 
doctrine, however brilliant, was 
manufactured out of the thin air 
of fourth century Constantinian 
theology.

Clement of Alexandria, Tertulli-
an, Origen, and Lactantius, early 
“church fathers” of the second 
and third centuries, as well as 
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Filastrius, Gaudentius, Evagrius, 
Orosius, Ephraem, and a half do-
zen other theologians cited by 
the Catholic Encyclopedia under 
“Chronology of the Life of Jesus 
Christ”, all concurred that the 
Messiah´s ministry lasted about 
one year. It was Eusebius, in the 
fourth century, who first expres-
sed the notion in Demonstratio 
Evangelistica VIII, 106.8, that 
Messiah´s ministry was “three 
years and a half, which is half of 
a week” – in obvious reference to 
the ninth chapter of Daniel.

Eusebius claimed to have dedu-
ced this from John´s Gospel wit-
hout ever providing proof for 
such a claim. In fact, he contra-
dicted over three hundred years 
of undisputed testimony from 
the eyewitnesses, their disciples, 
and the two hundred years of 
historians that followed them. 
Eusebius´ assertion was based 
on nothing more than his own 
interpretation of Daniel´s seventy 
week prophecy, a prophecy that 
even Isaac Newton was unable 
to accurately decipher. Rome´s 
indisputable authority was the 
sole basis for demanded obedi-
ence to this heretical Eusebian 
eschatological dogma – and yet 
the Catholic Encyclopedia clearly 
acknowledges that Eusebius was 
the sole progenitor of this pedan-
tic pontification.

One can determine anything one 
wants when all percipient wit-
nesses died hundreds of years 
earlier, and when all Scripture 
is sequestered from the general 
population. Unfortunately, time 
hardens groundless dogma into 
tradition which trumps truth in 
all too many instances.

The first Passover of Yeshua´s mi-
nistry is recorded in the second 
chapter of the Gospel of John, 
while his last Passover begins in 
John chapter twelve. From the 
testimony of these second and 
third century scholars, it is obvio-
us that the early texts of John´s 
Gospel, the only texts to which 
these men had access, could 
not have included the additional 
third “passover” of John 6:4. It 
is inconceivable that these scho-

lars could have missed the simple 
mathematical fact that it would 
have taken well over two years 
to span three Passovers. These 
early historians were reading  the 
original texts – long before the 
post-Eusebian forgery was ad-
ded. They all concurred that the 
ministry of Yeshua was about one 
year.

There was not one dissenting opi-
nion voiced in the ranks of Chris-
tendom during the first three 
centuries. This simply means that 
no one even considered then 
what modern Eusebian theolo-
gians insist today – that Yeshua´s 
ministry was longer than about 
one year. Furthermore, Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke all record just one 
year in the ministry of Yeshua; it 
is absolutely impossible to squee-
ze out more if one understands 
the Feasts!

The resolution of this problem is 
obvious, and the internal eviden-
ce conclusive: the first century 
texts to which the early church 
scholars had access could not 
possibly have contained the eight 
words of John 6:4.

A second fatal error was inter-
preted into John´s Gospel with 
the same maleficent motive – to 
artificially lengthen Messiah´s 
ministry by adding another year 
of dead silence into the Gospel 
testimony. Yet another fictitious 
Passover was interpreted into 
the text where it clearly does 
not exist.  This was done in John 
chapter five. 

John is the only Gospel author 
who records the first Passover 
of Yeshua´s adult ministry during 
which Yeshua met Nicodemus 
(John 2:13-3:21). Yeshua stayed 
in the Jerusalem area until the 
Pharisees got wind of his increa-
sing popularity and then traveled 
north to spend two days with 
the Samaritans (John 3:22-4:42). 
Yeshua then continued on to 
Cana, where he performed his 
“second miracle after leaving Ju-
daea” by healing the nobleman´s 
son from afar (John 4:43-54). 
Then he immediately returned to 
Jerusalem for another “feast of 

the Jews” (John 5:1-47) and then 
directly returned to the Galilee 
(John 6:1), at which time the day-
to-day records of Matthew, Mark 
and Luke commense. The feast of 
Shavuot (Pentecost) occurs seven 
week after Passover and perfectly 
fits the unnamed Feast recorded 
in John 5:1-47. Yet Eusebian rep-
lacement theologians resolutely 
insist that the Feast of John chap-
ter five must be another Passover 
– an entire year after the Passover 
of John chapters two and three!

If the Feast referred to in John 
chapter five is truly Passover, 
then only a few quick baptisms, 
a two-day ministry among the Sa-
maritans, and the healing of one 
young man take place during that 
entire year. That is ludicrous! 

The Feast spoken of  in John 
chapter five is, without a doubt, 
not Passover. It is unmistakably 
the Feast of Shavuot (Pentecost). 
The healing of the man who was 
lame for thirty-eight years occur-
red on the seventh Sabbath of 
the counting of the omer in the 
presence of a multitude gathered 
to celebrate the Feast of Weeks 
(or Sevens) the following day on 
the Temple Mount.  At this time 
Yeshua was informed that Yocha-
nan had been put in prison by He-
rod, whereupon he immediately 
left Jerusalem to spend the entire 
summer in the Galilee. He was 
apprised of Yochanan´s executi-
on at the end of the summer just 
before he fed the five thousand 
– three days before the Feasts of 
Trumpets.

By illegimately interpreting the 
John 5:1-47 “feast of the Jews” 
as another Passover, it will be 
another wasted year before the 
four fisherman finally leave their 
family business and join Yeshua.  
Matthew will also keep his job at 
the Roman toll booth for another 
year before he begins chronicling 
the ministry of Messiah. There 
is apparently nothing Yeshua is 
doing that is worth recording – 
and no one is following him!

This was the tortuous met-
hod employed by replacement 
theologians to invent a three-

and-on-half-year ministry – by in-
terpreting the Feast of Shavuot in 
John 5:1-47 as a Feast of Passover 
an entire year later. However, sin-
ce all the original witnesses had 
been dead for at least 250 years, 
and it was illegal for the laity to 
have the Scriptures in their own 
hands, no one could challenge 
the orthodox religion of the state. 
It would be another 1600 years 
before we would rediscover the 
manuscript that would expose 
the forgery forced upon us by the 
edge of the Roman sword.

The forged “passover” statement 
of John 6:4 introduces “another 
jesus” , as Paul coined the phrase: 
a religious renegade who starts a 
new cult in the Galilee by deli-
berately violating the Almighty´s 
Divine instructions to Moses and 
teaching others to do the same 
(Matthew 5:20).

The “jesus” who was introduced 
with the eight words of John 6:4 
is not the Messiah who came to 
fulfill the Torah, but rather in-
vented false messiah – a Helle-
nized christ who built the house 
of replacement theology and 
treated the commandments with 
disdain. This “another jesus” is 
definitely not the Messiah we 
were instructed to expect, but 
rather one of the false prophets 
we were warned to reject! Mo-
ses told us clearly and repeated-
ly that no one is ever allowed to 
add to, or to subtract one single 
commandment from the Torah 
(Deuteronomy 4:2, 12:32). Mo-
ses also cautioned us that if a 
prophet were to perform sigs and 
wonders – yet teach us to disre-
gard that which the Creator had 
already instructed us at Mount 
Sinai – we were not to heed him.  
We were forewarned that the Al-
mighty would supernaturally em-
power false prophets in order to 
determine whether Israel would 
keep his commandments – as 
we promised we would – or fol-
low the deceiving performers of 
miracles who preach a perverted 
redefinition of law and grace 
(Deuteronomy 13:1-5, 1815-22). 
This “another jesus” is not Yeshua 
of Nazareth, but an invented en-
tity that only exists in the fertile 



6

imaginations of modern day re-
ligionists and the adherents to 
Eusebian eschatology.

Fatal Systematic Theology

Every week of Yeshua´s seventy 
week ministry can be accounted 
for in the records of the four 
Gospel authors. Yet Eusebius in-
vented a three-and-one-half-year 
ministry because it was essential 
to his theology, and it all fit into 
the hand of Rome´s dominion 
theology as well.  In order for 
Rome to control the world stage 
, it was advantageous to have 
the last seven years of Daniel´s 
seventy-sevens prophecy be 
completely fulfilled so that they 
could discard the entirety of the 
prophetic Scriptures as mere 
history.  Once all Scripture was 
fulfilled, the Torah and Prophets 
could be ignored, and the “vicar 
of Christ” could reign from his 
millennial throne in Rome. 

But to do this, Eusebius and his 
successors had to find another 
seven years to fulfill the precise 
prophetic  equation.

“Seventy sevens are determined 
upon thy people and upon the 
holy city: to restrain the trans-
gression, and to complete the sin 
offering, and to atone for iniquity 
, and to bring in everlasting righ-
teousness, and to authenticate 
the vision and the Prophet, and 
to anoint the Most Holy.” (Daniel 
9:24, Corrected King James Versi-
on)

It was exactly sixty-nine sevens of 
years (483 years) from the time 
that Artaxerxes gave the com-
mand to “go forth and build Jeru-
salem” (Ezra 7, Aviv 1, 457 BCE) 
until the day that Yochanan ben 
Zecharyah announced , “Behold! 
The Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world!” (KJV John 
1:29, Aviv 1, 27 CE). That left se-
ven years, or the final week, yet 
outstanding. To find another se-
ven years after this point,  agents 
of Rome invented a three-and-
one-half-week ministry by forging 
one phantom “passover”  into 
John chapter six, interpreting 
another fictitious Passover into 

John chapter five, and then wres-
ting the remaining three-and-
one-half-years from the book of 
the Acts. This contrived fulfill-
ment of Daniel´s seventy-sevens 
prophecy was extrapolated as 
being the final fulfillment of all 
the Torah and the Prophets. 

Thus, they decreed that the ever-
lasting covenant with Israel was 
now nullified, and the Creator´s 
eternal Torah – that Yeshua swore 
that he had not come to destroy – 
was demolished and replaced by 
the ever changing edicts of a new 
religious system that was headed 
by he who proclaims himself “Al-
mighty God upon earth”.

The theological “proofs” for this 
new doctrine were deduced from 
the incident of Peter being sent to 
the house of a Roman centurion, 
Cornelius, which they incorrectly 
assert to have occurred three-
and-one-half-years after the gi-
ving of the gift of the Holy Spirit 
on Shavuot (Pentecost). This inci-
dent (Acts chapter ten), in which 
Peter was instructed to “call no 
man unclean”, was twisted to 
teach that the Spirit nullified the 
Torah by commanding Peter to 
eat vermin off a filthy sheet.

Alleging that the Creator had sud-
denly revoked His eternal Torah 
three-and-one-half years into the 
book of Acts, it could also now 
be taught that the Almighty also 
rejected Israel at the same time 
and turned the “church” over to 
Roman gentiles at Caesarea (Acts 
10:1-11:18).

With the last seven years of 
Daniel´s seventy-sevens prophe-
cy now allegedly fulfilled, the 
light of the eternal Torah ex-
tinguished, and the everlasting 
covenant with Israel nullified, 
the foundations of replacement 
theology were securely anchored 
in sinking sand.

Thirty-three years after the 
church was supposedly turned 
over to the Roman soldiers at 
Caesarea, the Roman General 
Titus, himself soon to be Cae-
sar, conquered and destroyed 
Jerusalem. That destruction was 

eventually interpreted as the ful-
fillment of the book of The Rele-
vation and was heralded as proof 
that the Almighty had forsaken 
his covenant with Israel. So now, 
with the Torah nullified and all 
New Testament prophecies ful-
filled, Rome had its theological 
foundation for “another jesus” 
– “the vicar of Christ” – to rule 
with an iron rod from his millen-
nial throne in Rome (Revelation 
19:15, 20:4). 

Thus the kingdom of dispensa-
tional replacement theology was 
born – and the eight infamous 
words, insidiously inserted into 
the Gospel of John, provided the 
mathematical authority for their 
arrogant systematic theology.

Those eight infamous words not 
only destroyed the chronology of 
the Gospels, but also buried any 
possibility of understanding the 
full significance of Daniel´s cryp-
tic prophecy. Older, authentic 
texts were expunged in order to 
hide this act of sedition, but they 
could not eradicate them all.  The 
Almighty watches over his Word. 

Greek Manuscript #472, an 11th 
century manuscript that was ori-
ginally housed in Constantinople, 
may be the last of a line of ma-
nuscripts that maintained the ac-
curate rendering of John 6:3-5. In 
order to protect what remains of 
this ancient, mutilated, miniscule 
text, the manuscript is under lock 
and key in the Lambeth Palace 
Library in London. 

The text reads (NOTICE: the origi-
nal Greek text is found in Michael 
Rood´s book The Chronological 
Gospels – The Life and Seventy 
Week Ministry of the Messiah):

“and went up into the mountain 
Iesous and there sat with the dis-
ciples his having lifted up then 
Iesous eyes and having seen a 
great crowd is coming to him he 
says to Philip whence shall we 
buy loaves that may eat these” 
(word by word English translati-
on).

“And Jesus went up into a moun-
tain, and there he sat with his 

disciples. When Jesus then lifted 
up his eyes, and saw a great com-
pany come unto him, he saith 
unto Philip, Whence shall we buy 
bread, that these may eat” (KJV)

The eight words: (“and the Passo-
ver, a feast of the Jews was nigh”) 
are completely missing from this 
ancient manuscript (Novum Tes-
tamentum Graece; Nestle-Aland 
26th edition, (1979). Deutsche Bi-
belgesellschaft, Stuttgart, p.263).

Verse and chapter markings are 
nonexistent  in the ancient Greek 
texts, as is punctuation, but the 
following statement can only be 
made by using these modern 
conveniences: the entirety of 
verse four (“and the Passover, a 
feast of the Jews was nigh”) is no-
nexistent in the Lambeth Palace 
manuscript.

The last words of verse three 
(“the disciples his”) is followed 
by the first words in verse five 
(“having lifted up”). The wording 
found in the modern Greek tex-
ts, (“and the Passover, a feast of 
the Jews was nigh”) simply does 
not exist in the ancient Lambeth 
Palace manuscript. Those eight 
words were not  expunged from 
the texts, but rather, just as with 
all the first and second century 
texts, those eight words were ne-
ver added.

“You shall not add unto the word 
which I command you, neither 
shall you diminish ought from it, 
that you may keep the command-
ments of YHVH (the LORD) our 
Elohim (God) which I command 
you.” (Deuteronomy 4:2)

“For I testify unto every man that 
hears the words of the prophe-
cy of this book; if any man shall 
add unto these things, YHVH (the 
LORD) shall add unto him the pla-
gues that are written in this book: 
and if any man shall take away 
from the words of the book of 
this prophecy, YHVH (the LORD) 
shall take away his part out of the 
book of life, and out of the holy 
city, and the things which are 
written in this book.” (Revelation 
22:18-19)
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 Now we may understand why 
Dr. Frederick H. A. Scrivener, 
one of the most respected New 
Testament Greek scholars in his-
tory, heralded manuscript #472 
as the most important miniscule 
text guarded within the fortress 
walls of Lambeth Palace (Scrive-
ner, Frederick Henry Ambrose; 
Edward Miller (1894). A Plain 
Introduction to the Criticism of 
the New Testament, vol. 1 (4th 
ed.). London: George Bell & Sons, 

p.249).

We at last can see the same text 
that the early Christian historians 
were reading when they stated, 
without dissent, that Yeshua´s 
ministry was “about one year” in 
duration. Now, after 1600 years 
of enforced acquiescence to de-
ception, the Christian world con-
tinues to drone the indefensible 
“three-and-one-half-year” fabri-
cation of Eusebius, while insisting 

that no one is capable of making 
even the simplest of calendrical 
calculations to find the years of 
Messiah´s birth or the day of his 
resurrection. 

The monumental testimony of 
this ancient manuscript #472 se-
cured by Heaven for its revealing 
in the last days, is now presented 
in The Chronological Gospels: The 
Life and Seventy Week Ministry 
of the Messiah.

(If you want to know all the de-
tails and the timing behind The 
Chronological Gospels, you can 
purchase Michael Rood´s book 
from:  https://bookstore.arooda-
wakening.tv)

www.aroodawakening.tv 

**********
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The Coming of the Messiah
And the Resurrection of the Church

**********

Written by:
Keijo Lindeman

One of the most focal and impor-
tant biblical promises is the pro-
mise of the coming of Yeshua the 
Messiah and the resurrection, or 
taking up, of the church. This pro-
mise is given in various places in 
the Old Testament and in dozens 
of places in the New Testament 
(New Covenant). Some Bible 
scholars have found hundreds 
of verses in the Bible that speak 
about the Lord´s coming and the 
resurrection. In this paper we will 
address a few central prophecies.

The promise about
the Messiah´s coming

”Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. Trust in God, trust in 
me. In my Father´s house are 
many rooms; if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I am going 
there to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come back and take you 
to be with me that you also may 
be where I am. You know the way 
to the place where I am going… 
Jesus answered, ´I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No-
one comes to the Father except 
through me´” (John 14:1-4,6)

When Yeshua was talking to his 
disciples during the Passover 
meal, before his suffering, he 
said to them that he would go 
to his heavenly Father to prepa-
re a place to his own. This hap-
pened about two millennia ago 
when, from the Mount of Olives, 
Yeshua was taken up into hea-
ven in a cloud and was seated on 
the right hand of God the Father 
(Mark 16:9; Luke 24:50-52; Acts 
1:9-11). Right now our Saviour 
is in the heavenly Father´s house 
preparing a place to his own and 
praying for them (Hebr.7:22-28). 

Yeshua also promised to come 
back to take his own with him to 
the Father´s house, so that his 
disciples would always be with 
the Lord.

Glorified resurrection

”But your dead will live; their bo-
dies will rise. You who dwell in 
the dust, wake up and shout for 
joy. Your dew is like a dew in the 
morning; the earth will give birth 
to her dead” (Isa.26:19).

”But our citizenship is in heaven. 
And we eagerly await a Saviour 
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, by the power that enables 
him to bring everything under his 
control, will transform our lowly 
bodies so that they will be like his 
glorious body” (Phil.3:20-21).

”While they were still talking 
about this, Jesus himself stood 
among them and said to them, 
´Peace be with you.´ They were 
startled and frightened, thin-
king they saw a ghost. He said 
to them, ´Why are you troubled, 
and why do doubts rise in your 
minds? Look at my hands and my 
feet. It is I myself! Touch me and 
see; a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones, as you see I have.´ 
When he had said this, he sho-
wed them his hands and feet. 
And while they still did not be-
lieve it because of joy and ama-
zemant, he asked them, ´Do you 
have anything here to eat?´ They 
gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
and he took it and ate it in their 
presence” (Luke 24:36-43).

When Yeshua the Messiah comes 
to take up his church, resurrecti-
on takes place and the Lord´s own 
are clothed in a glorified resur-
rection body, like the one Yeshua 
has. We won´t be mere spiritual 
beings then but the believers 

have rather a real body, a glori-
fied resurrection body with flesh 
and bones.  Yeshua appeared in 
his resurrection body in a locked 
room where his disciples were; 
he was not subject to the physical 
laws of the material world (John 
20:19-29). In the resurrectin body 
you can walk through walls and 
other obstacles. Furthermore, 
Yeshua ate a piece of fried fish in 
the presence of his disciples; you 
can eat and drink and enjoy food 
while in the resurrection body.

What does Paul say about
the resurrection body?

”But someone may ask, ´How are 
the dead raised? With what kind 
of body will they come?´ How 
foolish! What you sow does not 
come to life unless it dies. When 
you sow, you do not plant the 
body that will be, but just the 
seed, perhaps of wheat or of 
something else. But God gives 
it a body as he has determined, 
and to each kind of seed he gi-
ves its own body. All flesh is not 
the same: Men have one kind of 
flesh, animals have another, birds 
another and fish another. The-
re are also heavenly bodies and 
there are earthly bodies; but the 
splendour of the heavenly bodies 
is one kind, and the splendour of 
the earthly bodies is another. The 
sun has one kind of splendour, 
the moon another and the stars 
another; and star differs from star 
in splendour. So will it be with the 
resurrection of the dead.

”The body that is sown is peri-
shable, it is raised imperishable; 
it is sown in weakness, it is raised 
in power; it is sown a natural 
body, it is raised a spiritual body. 
If there is a natural body, there is 
also a spiritual body. So it is writ-
ten: ´The first man Adam became 
a living being´, the last Adam, a 

life-giving  spirit. The spiritual did 
not come first, but the natural, 
and after that the spiritual. The 
first man was of the dust of the 
earth, the second man from hea-
ven. As was the earthly man, so 
are those who are of the earth; 
and as is the man from heaven, 
so also are those who are of hea-
ven. And just as we have borne 
the likenss of the earthly man, 
so shall we bear the likeness of 
the man from heaven. I declare 
to you, brothers, that flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable. Listen, 
I tell you a mystery: We will not 
all sleep, but we will all be chan-
ged – in a flash, in a twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet. For 
the trumpet will sound, the dead 
will be raised imperishable, and 
we will be changed. For the pe-
rishable must clothe itself with 
the imperishable, and the mortal 
with immortality. When the pe-
rishable has been clothed with 
the imperishable, and the mortal 
with immortality, then the saying 
that is written will come true: 
´Death has been swallowed up in 
victory´” (1 Cor.15:35-54).

Paul, Apostle of the Gentiles, 
describes the resurrection body 
of the believers in his letter to 
the church of Corinth. He uses 
the comparison of a seed of whe-
at sown in the earth. That seed 
sown in the earth dies but gives 
growth to a stalk and an ear with 
its grain. This is what happens in 
the resurrection. Our bodies are 
like a dying seed of wheat that is 
laid into grave. At the Messiah´s 
coming a new resurrectin body 
will rise from that dead and de-
composed body. That new re-
surrection body is not the same 
as the one decomposed in the 
grave, but it does have the appe-
arance and features of the per-
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son it once was, only much more 
beautiful and eternally young. In 
our resurrection body we have 
our former appearance, featu-
res, and personality (refined); we 
will be recognized and known (1 
Cor.13:12).  

The new resurrection body will be 
a glorified body, a body of power, 
a body that is imperishable, im-
mortal, and spiritual. That body 
does not know any pain, distress 
or anguish, nor does any illness or 
disease ravage it (Rev. 21:4). The-
re are different levels of glory in 
the resurrection body, which we 
attain on grounds of our faithfull-
ness and ministry (Matt.5:17-19; 
13:43; Dan. 12:3). 

Others will shine like the sun, ot-
hers like the moon, and others 
like stars and one star is brighter 
than the other. In our resurrecti-
on condition, seeing with unvei-
led faces the glory of the Lord, we 
shall be transformed with ever-
increasing glory, which comes 
from the Lord, who is the Spirit (2 
Cor.3:17-18).

When the last trumpet sounds

”The seventh angel sounded his 
trumpet, and there were loud 

voices in heaven, which said: 
´The kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Christ, and he will reign  
for ever and ever.´ And the twen-
ty-four elders, who were seated 
on their thrones before God, fell 
on their faces and worshipped 
God, saying: ´We give thanks to 
you Lord God Almighty, the One 
who is and who was, because you 
have taken your great power and 
have begun to reign. The nations 
were angry; and your wrath has 
come. The time has come for 
judging the dead and for rewar-
ding your servants the prophets 
and your saints and those who 
reverence your name, both small 
and great – and for destroying 
those who destroy the earth.´ 
Then God´s temple in heaven was 
opened and within his temple 
was seen the ark of his covenant. 
And there came flashes of light-
ning, rumblings, peals of thun-
der, and earthquake and a great 
hailstorm”(Rev.11:15-19).

”We are confident, I say, and 
would prefer to be away from the 
body and at home with the Lord. 
So we make it our goal to please 
him, whether we are at home in 
the body or away from it. For we 
must all appear before the jud-

gment seat of Christ, that each 
one may receive what is due to 
him for the things done while in 
the body, whether good or bad” 
(2 Cor. 5:8-10).

”...and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead – Jesus, who rescues us 
from the coming wrath” (1 Tess. 
1:10).

”For God did not appoint us to 
suffer wrath but to receive sal-
vation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (1 Tess.5:9).

In his letter to the Corinthians 
Paul writes that the resurrection 
of believers occurs in a twinkling 
of an eye when the last trumpet 
sounds. This is a reference to the 
seven trumpets of the Book of 
Revelation. When the seventh, 
and the last, trumpet sounds, 
believers will be resurrected, and 
we will be transformed in a flash 
into resurrection condition, an 
immortal resurrection body. 

The dead will be judged then, and 
God´s servants, prophets, and 
saints will be rewarded. Paul wri-
tes that all of us are destined to 
appear before the Messiah´s jud-
gment seat, where each of us will 

receive according to what he or 
she has done while in the body, 
whether good or bad.  All peop-
le, the godless included, will one 
day come before the judgment 
seat of Yeshua the Messiah to 
be judged for what he or she has 
done (John 5:27; Rev. 20:11-15). 
According to the Book of Revela-
tion, the godless will be judged 
after the Millennial Kingdom of 
the Messiah.

The context reveals that in his 
letter to the Corinthians Paul`s 
words concern first of all belie-
vers who will come before the 
Messiah´s judgment seat to be 
judged for their deeds when the 
Lord comes, after the resurrec-
tion. This seat of judgment will 
be set up in connection with the 
Messiah´s coming, and he will call 
his servants before him to settle 
accounts with them (Matt.25:14-
30; Luke 19:11.28). Those who 
have served the Lord faithfully, 
those who have been faithful 
with a few things, will be put in 
charge of many things. Some of 
them are given the authority to 
rule over ten cities, some over 
five cities, in the Messiah´s mil-
lennial kingdom of Peace. It is 
first of all ”a seat of rewards” to 
those who have served the Lord 

A view seen on Lake Kinneret in April 2018. Town of Tiberias on the back. Photo: Markus Nurmesniemi
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faithfully.

This will take place in the resur-
rection as the last, or seventh, 
trumpet sounds. Believers will 
then be taken up to heaven from 
under the time of wrath that will 
cover the whole world. Gentile 
nations will be filled with anger, 
but that is when the judgments 
of God´s wrath will be released 
over the earth. Believers are still 
here on earth in the distressing 
circumstances of the End time, 
and even in persecutions, but 
they will not be left to face the 
judgments of God´s wrath, for 
the Messiah will  come and save 
his own from the coming wrath 
(Matt.24:9, 20-22, 29-31). 

With a loud command, the voice 
of the archangel, and the trum-
pet call of God

”Brothers, we do not want you to 
be ignorant about those who fall 
asleep, or to grieve like the rest 
of men, who have no hope. We 
believe that Jesus died and rose 
again and so we believe that God 
will bring with Jesus those who 
have fallen asleep in him. Ac-
counting to the Lord´s own word, 
we tell you that we who are still 
alive, who are left till the coming 
of the Lord, will certainly not 
precede those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord himself will 
come down from heaven with a 
loud command, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trum-
pet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. After that we 
who are still alive and are left will 
be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. And so we will be with the 
Lord for ever. Therefore encoura-
ge each other with these words” 
(1 Tess.4:13-18).

Paul´s letter to the Tessalonians 
contains crucial information 
about the Lord´s coming and the 
rapture, i.e. resurrection, of be-
lievers. At the Lord´s coming tho-
se passed away in Christ will rise 
first, and then also believers who 
are still alive will be transformed 
in a flash to their resurrection 
condition and taken up, with the 
passed away in Christ, to meet 

the Lord in the clouds, to be fo-
rever thereafter with the Lord.  A 
good number of believers know 
well this passage of the Bible. Ho-
wever, what it means to be taken 
up with the loud command, with 
the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet call of God, is 
often unclear.

The original Greek New Tes-
tament reads: ”… for the Lord 
Himself with the loud command 
with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet of God will 
come down from the heavens.” 
The archangel is Michael (Jude 9). 

´The loud command´ is the Greek 
´keleusmati´, used by a superiour 
officer or government official 
while giving orders to a soldier 
or a subordinate. In military cir-
cles the commands are usually 
given by shouting. A few biblical 
examples: Governer Pilate gave 
the soldiers the order to guard 
the tomb of Yeshua (Matt.27:64-
65). 

In Philippi the magistrates orde-
red Paul and Silas to be flogged 
and guarded carefully in prison 
(Acts.16:22-23). When the Lord 
comes down from heaven to take 
up the believers, the archangel, 
that is Michael, who is the milita-
ry commander of the angels, will 
give orders to God´s angels who 
are under him. When the Bible 
is explained and interpreted by 
the Bible, we need to search the 
Bible and look for the explanation 
as to what kind of situations the 
archangel Michael appears in and 
gives orders to the angels. That 
is how we learn more about the 
global situation before the Lord´s 
coming and the taking up of the 
believers.

a) Michael and Gabriel´s war 
against the prince of Persian 
kingdom

”But the prince of Persian king-
dom resisted me twenty-one 
days. Then Michael, one of the 
chief princes, came to help me, 
because I was detained there 
with the King of Persia. Now I 
have come to explain to you what 
will happen to your people in the 

future, for the vision concerns a 
time yet to come… So he said: 
´Do you know why I have come 
to you? Soon I will return to fight 
against the prince of Persia, and 
when I go, the prince of Gree-
ce will come; but first I will tell 
you what is written in the Book 
of Truth. (No-one supports me 
against them except Michael, 
your prince.)” (Dan. 10:13-14; 
20-21).

 At the end of times Michael will 
fight with Gabriel against the evil 
prince of Persia, and this fight 
will have an impact on things on 
earth. Afganistan, Pakistan and 
particularly Iran are the key areas 
of the ancient Persia, all nests of 
Islamic terrorism. The leaders of 
Iran keep on threatening Israel 
with destruction and seek to de-
velop atom guns and missiles for 
this purpose. 

Iran also supplies missiles and 
other guns to Hizbollah terrorist 
organization based in Lebanon, 
(and also to Hamas in Gaza), 
which is all the time preparing for 
war against Israel. Because of the 
war of Syria and Iraq there are 
forces of Iran and of its suppor-
ter Hizbollah on Syrian ground as 
well as in the Golan area. This is 
of great concern to Israel, which 
is preparing for the outbreak of 
war. All this heralds the approach 
of the Messiah´s coming.

b) Michael will protect Israel and 
the believers in the great distress

”At the time of the end the king 
of the South will engage him in 
battle and the king of the North 
will storm out against him with 
chariots and cavalry and a great 
fleet of ships. He will invade many 
countries and sweep through 
them like a flood. He will also 
invade the Beautiful Land. Many 
countires will fall, but Edom, 
Moab and the leaders of Ammon 
will be delivered from his hand. 
He will extend his power over 
many countries; Egypt will not es-
cape. He will gain control of the 
treasures of gold and silver and 
all the riches of Egypt, with the Li-
byans and Nubians in submission. 
But reports from the east and the 

north will alarm him. And he will 
set out in a great rage to destroy 
and annihilate many. He will pitch 
his royal tents between the seas 
at the beautiful holy mountain. 
Yet he will come to his end, and 
no-one will help him. At that time 
Michael, the great prince who 
protects your people, will arise. 
There will be a time of distress 
such as has not happened from 
the beginning of nations until 
then. But at that time your people 
– everyone whose name is found 
written in the book – will be de-
livered. Multitudes who sleep in 
the dust of the earth will awake: 
some to everlasting life, others to 
shame and everlasting contempt. 
Those who are wise will shine like 
the brightness of the heavens, 
and those who lead many to righ-
teousnesss, like the stars for ever 
and ever” (Dan.11:40- 12:3)

Michael appears a second time 
in the book of Daniel. In the end 
time a war will break out in the 
Middle East, and also the Beau-
tiful Land, that is Israel, will be 
invaded. The war will gain global 
proportions.  Daniel´s prophecy 
refers to the king of the North 
(Gog; Ezekiel 38-39) and also to 
the kings of the East (Japan, Chi-
na etc.), that is, the kings of the 
rising sun mentioned in Revelati-
on 16:12-16. That time will be a 
time of unequalled distress,  of 
which Yeshua told his disciples 
(Matt.24:3,20-22, 29-31). If tho-
se days of tribulation were not 
shortened, no one would survive. 
But as Yeshua has told us (Amos 
3:1-2; Rev.17:14), those days will 
be shortened because of Israel 
and the believers. That will also 
be the time of the Messiah´s co-
ming and of the resurrection, as 
the righteous are resurrected to 
everlasting life.

According to Daniel, believers are 
taken up during the days of war 
and tribulation, in which time 
Michael, the great prince, with 
his hosts of angels protects Israel 
and the believers. That will be the 
time when the loud command 
of Michael will be heard while 
he leads God´s angels in those 
days, protecting Israel and the 
believers. That will be the time of 
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the great Exodus, the last revival, 
and the taking up of believers. At 
the Lord´s coming the righteo-
us are resurrected and the wise, 
who have won many souls to the 
Messiah, will shine like stars in 
their resurrection bodies. Daniel 
also refers to the resurrection of 
the wicked which will come after 
the Messiah´s millennial kingdom 
(Rev.20).

c) Michael and his angels against 
the dragon and the wife Israel in 
birth pains.

” A great and wondrous sign ap-
peared in heaven: a woman clot-
hed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet and a crown of 
twelve stars on her head. She was 
pregnant and cried out in pain as 
she was about to give birth. Then 
another sign appeared in heaven: 
an enormous red dragon with 
seven heads and ten horns and 
seven crowns on his heads. His 
tail swept a third of the stars out 
of the sky and flung them to the 
earth. The dragon stood in front 
of the woman who was about 
to give birth, so that he might 
devour her child the moment 
it was born. She gave birth to a 
son, a male child, who will rule all 
the nations with an iron sceptre. 
And her child was snatched up 
to God and to his throne. The 
woman fled into the desert to a 
place prepared for her by God. 
Where she might be taken care 
of for 1260 days. And there was 
war in heaven. Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon. 
And the dragon and his angels 
fought back. But he was not st-
rong enough, and they lost their 
place in heaven. The great dragon 
was hurled down – that ancient 
serpent called the devil, or Satan, 
who leads the whole world astray. 
He was hurled to the earth, and 
his angels with him. Then I heard 
a loud voice in heaven say: ´Now 
have come the salvation and the 
power and kingdom of our God 
and the authority of his Christ. 
For the accuser of our brothers, 
who accuses them before our 
God day and night, has been hur-
led down. They overcame him by 
the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony; they did 

not love their lives so much as to 
shrink from death. Therefore re-
joice, you heavens and you who 
dwell in them! But woe to the 
earth and the sea, because the 
devil has gone down to you ! He is 
filled with fury because he knows 
that his time is short´” (Rev.12:1-
12).

Michael, the great prince, ap-
pears in the book of Revelation, 
as well. John was shown a wo-
man clothed with the sun, with 
the moon under her feet, and 
crowned with twelve stars. From 
the dream Joseph had we know 
who this woman is. In Joseph´s 
dream the sun, the moon, and 
eleven stars bowed before Joseph 
(Gen. 37:9-10).

 When his father Jacob heard this, 
he said: ”Will your mother and I 
and your brothers actually come 
and bow down to the ground be-
fore you?” 
This is about the wife Israel and 
her household. The wife Israel will 
be the target of the dragon´s, i.e. 
the devil´s, rage and persecution, 
and he will try to demolish God´s 
chosen people through antisemi-
tic enemies of Israel. Michael and 
his angels will fight against the 
dragon and his angels, and Satan 
will be thrown down on earth 
with his angels. Now an antichris-
tian regime of terror and hatred 
will be estabished on earth. The 
prophet Isaiah also speaks about 
the time when the wife Israel is in 
birth pains.

”You have enlarged the nation; 
O Lord; you have enlarged the 
nation. You have gained glory 
for yourself; you have extended 
all the borders of the land. Lord, 
they came to you in their distress; 
when you disciplined them, they 
could barely whisper a prayer. As 
a woman with child and about to 
give birth writhes and cries out 
in her pain, so were we in your 
presence, O Lord. We were with 
child, we writhed in pain. But we 
gave birth to wind. We have not 
brought salvation to the earth; 
we have not given birth to people 
of the world. But your dead will 
live; their bodies will rise. You 
who dwell in the dust, wake up 

and shout for joy. Your dew is 
like the dew of the morning; the 
earth will give birth to her dead. 
Go my people, enter your rooms 
and shut the doors behind you; 
hide yourselves for a little whi-
le until his wrath has passed by. 
See, the Lord is coming out of his 
dwelling to punish the people of 
the earth for their sins. The earth 
will disclose the blood shed upon 
her, she will conceal her slain no 
longer” (Isa. 26:15-21).

Isaiah´s prophecy about the 
birth pains of the woman Isra-
el is similiar to the prophecy in 
Revelation. That will be the time 
when Israel is in great distress 
and twists about in great pains 
of childbirth (Jer.30:1-7). In ad-
dition, Isaiah also mentions how 
the Lord has increased the peop-
le and enlarged the boundaries of 
the land of Israel. This is a refe-
rence to the great Exodus of the 
end time when millions of Jews 
will flee antisemitism and hatred 
from among the nations to their 
own country Israel (Jer.16:14-16; 
Zech.2:6-8). There is also a refe-
rence to the end time war in the 
Middle East, as a result of which 
the territory of Israel will be en-
larged so as to have ample spa-
ce for the multitudes of Exodus 
Jews (Zech. 10:7-10; Obad.12-
21). When Israel (and the whole 
world) is in great distress and 
birth pains, she will look upon her 
pierced Messiah Yeshua and re-
ceive him as her Messiah, Saviour 
and King (Zech.12:1-13:2; Rom. 
11:25-31). Through that tribula-
tion Israel will become the mes-
sianic nation of priest believing in 
Yeshua, ready for the coming mil-
lennial Kingdom of the Messiah 
(Isa.2:1-4, 61:4-6). That time of 
great distress and of Israel´s birth 
pains coincides with the Lord´s 
coming, and the resurrection of 
believers.

d) Rapture at the sound of God´s 
trumpet

”I will bend Judah as I bend my 
bow and fill it with Ephraim. I will 
rouse your sons, O Zion, against 
your sons, O Greece, and make 
you like a warrior´s sword. Then 
the Lord will appear over them; 

the arrow will flash like lightning. 
The Sovereign Lord will sound 
the trumpet; he will march  in 
the storms of the south and the 
Lord Almighty will shield them. 
They will destroy and overcome 
with slingstones. They will drink 
and roar as with wine; they 
will be full like a bow used for 
sprinkling the corners of the al-
tar… My anger burns against the 
shepherds, and I will punish the 
leaders; for the Lord Almighty 
will care for his flock, the house 
of Judah, and make them like a 
proud horse in battle. From Ju-
dah will come a cornerstone, 
from him the tent peg, from him 
the battle-bow, from him every 
ruler. Together they will be like 
mighty men trampling the mud-
dy streets in battle, because the 
Lord is with them, they will fight 
and overthrow the horsemen” 
(Zech.9:13-15, 10:3-5).

Accroding to Paul the taking up 
of the church also occurs when 
God´s trumpet sounds, from 
which Zechariah speaks as well. 
God´s trumpet will sound when 
Israel is in the middle of tribula-
tions, storms and battles, and 
days of exodus. The Lord God 
Almighty will sound his trumpet 
and help his chosen people Isra-
el to overcome her enemies. The 
Lord will make of Judah his proud 
horse in battle, and they will be 
like heroes who trample their 
enemies like mud in the streets. 
This prophecy also seems to refer 
to the fact that the taking up, the 
resurrection, of the church will 
occur when Israel is in the middle 
of war and distress.

Where there is a ”carcass”, there 
the vultures will gather

”It will be just like that in the day 
the Son of Man is revealed… I tell 
you, on that night two people will 
be in one bed; one will be taken 
and the other left. Two women 
will be grinding grain together, 
one will be taken and the other 
left.´´Where, Lord´, they asked. 
He replied, ´Where there is a 
dead body (Greek soma=body), 
there the vultures will gather.´” 
(Luke 17:30,34-37).
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”He gives strength to the weary 
and increases the power of the 
weak. Even youths grow tired and 
weary, and young men stumble 
and fall; but those who hope in 
the Lord will renew their strength 
(Hebrew ja´chalifu koach = they 
change into power). They will 
soar on wings like eagles; they 
will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint”( 
Isa.40:29-31).

There has been much misunder-
standing about Isaiah´s words 
”where there is a dead body, 
there the vultures will gather”. (It 
has been interpreted to mean the 
gathering of ”eagle nations” in 

the Middle East” to fight over oil 
brought about by decomposed 
carcasses.)

The Greek New Testament word 
”soma” means a body, living or 
dead. If it is translated as ´car-
cass´, it opens the way to mi-
sunderstandings. But when it is 
translated as ”a dead body” and 
connected contextually to the ta-
king up of believers and leaving of 
unbelievers, the words of Yeshua 
are interpreted  and understood 
right. This resurrection will occur 
when there is night on one side of 
the globe and day and daily cho-
res on the other (thus the Bible 
confirms that the earth is round).

The text of Isaiah sheds more 
light on the issue. This text has 
been used in dozens of sermons 
to describe, with good reason, 
the power and help God gives a 
believer; however, the text rela-
tes first of all to the resurrection 
and the resurrection power. 

When the Lord comes and the 
church is taken up, believers who 
are waiting for the Lord will chan-
ge into resurrection power and 
rise up like eagles in their resur-
rection bodies to meet the Lord 
in the air where the Body of the 
Messiah, i.e. God´s church, will 
be gathered to the Lord. So the 
text does not refer to a gathering 

of eagles to a carcass, but rather 
to the gathering of believers in 
their infatiguable and immortal 
resurrection bodies, like eagles, 
to meet the Lord in the air (1 
Tess.4:13-18).

This is our great hope and com-
fort, and we will be part of it, 
when we have received Yeshua 
the Messiah in faith as our Sa-
viour and King, and follow Him 
faithfully till the end (Matt.24:13).

”Therefore prepare your minds 
for accion; be self-controlled; set 
your hope fully on the grace to be 
given to you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed” (1 Peter 1:13).

The Messiah Is Coming
The Consept of the Messiah-faith

**********

Written by:
John D. Garr, Ph.D.

At the very heart of all biblical 
faith is the concept of Messia-
nism, the belief the Messiah will 
come to earth to banish evil and 
establish universal peace. The 
first promise in the Bible is a Mes-
sianic promise: A[the woman´s 
son] will bruise [the serpent´s] 
head (Genesis 3:15).

The very last promise in the Bible 
is also a Messianic promise: Su-
rely I come quickly (Revelation 
22:20). The expectation of the 
Messiah´s coming is the scarlet 
thread that is woven through the 
warp and woof of the entire fab-
ric of Holy Scripture, making Mes-
sianism the one unified theme of 
the Word of God.

The two great biblical religions, 
Judaism and Christianity, rest on 
the secure confidence that the 
God of heaven and earth will 
send the Messiah to this planet 
to establish his dominion over 
all the earth. For millennia the 

Jewish people around the world 
have affirmed their expectation 
of the coming of the Messiah. 
For centuries Christians have fo-
cused their faith on the return 
of the Messiah. Regarding the 
Messiah´s advent, Teddy Kolleck, 
the long-time mayor of the city 
of Jerusalem once said, AI have 
the most difficult job of anyone, 
that of preparing the capital city 
of the world for the coming of the 
Messiah. Then he offered this asi-
de: AWhen the Messiah comes, I 
want to ask him the same questi-
on that I have asked thousands of 
pilgrims to this holy land, >Is this 
your first visit to Jerusalem,  or 
have you been here before!

Throughout biblical history, holy 
men of God were Acarried along 
by the Holy Spirit with prophetic 
insight that continually unfolded 
and expanded the understanding 
of the person and the work of the 
Mashiach. From the simple pro-
mise to Eve that a Son would be 
born, to Gabriel´s annunciation to 
Mary that the fullness of the time 
had come for her to conceive the 
Aholy thing that would be called 

the Son of God, God continued to 
reveal his determination to bring 
the Messiah to the earth to make 
the fullest possible disclosure of 
his person, his Word, and his will.

The Hebraic understanding of 
the coming and return of the 
Messiah is unique among the  re-
ligions of the world, all of which 
have a completely different world 
view and mind-set than that of 
biblical faith. The Greek philoso-
phers believed that the ideal was 
for the sparks of the divine that 
had been entrapped in evil mat-
ter (their own bodies) to escape 
and to be absorbed into the spi-
ritual, the realm of ideas. Eastern 
monism believes that the ideal is 
achieved when one escapes the 
endless wheel of reincarnation by 
passing into nothingness. 

Biblical religion, however, is not 
an escapist faith. It insists that 
God is the Creator of heaven and 
earth and that good will ultima-
tely triumph over evil when the 
same God sends the Messiah to 
establish his dominion over the 
earth. It also teaches that all the 

righteous of the earth, both Jew 
and Gentile, will stand with the 
Messiah in the resurrection of 
the dead. Further, these righteo-
us ones will rule with the Messiah 
over this planet so that the kno-
wledge of the glory of the Lord 
will cover the earth as the water 
covers the sea.

Much of Christianity has bought 
into the escapism of the neo-
Platonist philosophers that was 
brought into the church as it was 
Hellenized and Latinized during 
the Middle Ages. Most Christi-
ans think of Agoing to heaven, 
escaping the confines of this evil, 
ever-degenerating planet earth. 
This escapist mentality has fos-
tered in many Christians a lack of 
concern for the society of man. 

The Jewish understanding of the 
Messianic expectation, however, 
is that of Tikkun Olam, the resto-
ration of the world in which man 
in partnership with God works 
continually at the improvement 
of the earth and the society of 
man, all the while expecting the 
Garden of Eden experience to be 
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restored fully when the Messiah 
comes. 

Other Christians have subscribed 
to the Augustinian concept of 
amillennialism that suggests that 
the earth will gradually be per-
vaded with the gospel and that 
Christianity will assume control 
of the world through political ma-
nipulation, dispelling evil in the 
process. This concept virtually eli-
minates the idea of the coming of 
the Messiah from the understan-
ding of much of the church. 

The incontrovertible evidence of 
history is that man cannot bring 
universal peace and brotherhood 
through his own volition. Though 
he is responsible for working to-
ward that lofty goal, it will be 
realized only when the Messiah 
comes.

The truth is that the earliest 
church was thoroughly Messia-
nic, both in its faith in the comp-
leted work of Jesus on Calvary for 
the redemption of mankind from 
sin and in its expectation that At-
his same Jesus@ would return to 

the earth, bringing the righteous 
dead with him and catching the 
living saints up to be with him in 
his Kingdom. Apocalypticism and 
eschatology were centerpieces of 
apostolic teaching and faith. 
 

The concept that Jesus was the 
Messiah and that he would re-
turn to bring the resurrection and 
the age of universal peace in the 
kingdom of God was not an apos-
tolic innovation, however. It was 
merely the actualization of the 
long-established Jewish Messia-
nic expectation.

The Apocalypse (the Revelation 
of Jesus Christ) serves the sing-
le purpose of teaching what has 
been, what was, and what would 
be concerning the person of Je-
sus Christ. It is fully realized in 
chapter 19 when the Person of 
the Word of God returns to the 
earth, followed by the armies of 
heaven.
The angels promised the belie-
vers who witnessed Jesus´ ascen-
sion into heaven, This same Jesus 
will return in like manner. And, 

indeed he shall: the same Jesus 
(not an apparition or an emissa-
ry) will return to the same place 
from which he ascended (the 
Mount of Olives) and in the same 
manner in which he ascended (in 
clouds). 

Though as Peter predicted, scof-
fers have come, saying, Where 
is the promise of his coming, the 
day of Messiah will come, and the 
faith of millions of Jews and Chris-
tians will be realized. When he re-
turns, Jesus will still be the same 
Jewish Lord and Savior, of the li-
neage of Abraham and David, not 
a faceless wraith of abstractions.

Jews through the centuries 
have publicly affirmed their be-
lief Awith perfect faith@ in the 
Messiah´s coming according to 
Maimonides´ articles of faith. 
Millions have died with the same 
expectation of Messiah in their 
hearts that was a song on the 
lips of the martyrs in the Warsaw 
ghetto:

I believe, I believe, I believe
Sincerely, firmly, and devoutly

In the coming of the Messiah.
I believe in the Messiah,
And, though he tarry,
No less firmly I believe.
And though he tarry longer still,
Nevertheless, I believe in the 
Messiah,
I believe, I believe, I believe.

Likewise, multiplied millions of 
Christians have affirmed their 
faith in the returning Messiah in 
their affirmation of faith in the 
Apostles´ Creed. Untold numbers 
have died with their hearts an-
chored firmly on this expectation: 
Looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Savior Je-
sus Christ (Titus 2:13). May every 
believer echo Paul´s exclamation, 
Maranatha! (“Come, Lord!”)

© Restore! All rights reserved. 
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Who Brings Forth
The Horn of Salvation

**********

Written by: 
Joseph Shulam

The prayers that are prayed in 
Jewish Synagogues around the 
world are a collection. This col-
lection has both modern and 
ancient texts, some of which are 
composed by historical people, 
and others so ancient that their 
origin is unknown. The majority 
of Jewish liturgy in the Synago-
gues is comprised of a few stan-
dard prayers: The Shema (a reci-
tation of Deuteronomy 6:4-9 that 
begins with “Hear O Israel”), the 
Amida (that is also called Shemo-
na Esre – Eighteen Benedictions), 
the Kaddish (A prayer recited 
several times during the prayer 
service and also during funerals 
and memorial services remembe-
ring the deceased relatives), and 
the Hallel (a recitation of Psalms 
114-118).

At the High Holidays there are 
special prayers, such as Kol Nidre 
on Yom HaKippurim (The day of 
Atonement) and Selichot (peti-
tions for forgiveness) during the 
month of Elul and during the ten 
days of awe between Rosh Has-
hanah and Yom HaKippurim, and 
even more special blessings for 
Sukkoth and Passover. 

The Amida (Hebrew: , העמידה 
HaAmidah) is also called the 
Shmoneh Esre (Hebrew: שמנה 
-Shmoneh Esre “The Eigh ,עשרה
teen”). It is called by this name 
because it traditionally had eigh-
teen benedictions. It is called 
the Amida because people stand 
during the time that they recite 
this prayer. This prayer is found 
in every “Siddur” (the traditional 
Jewish prayer book.) 

Religious Jews recite the Amida 
at each of three daily prayer ser-
vices on normal weekdays and on 
every Shabbat and Holiday. This 

article is not concerned with all 
the eighteen benedictions of the 
Amida. This article is concerned 
only with the fifteenth benedic-
tion known as “The Blessing of 
David” in Hebrew “Birkat David.” 
This benediction is translated to 
English in many different forms.

The first translation “The 
offspring of Thy servant David, 
quickly cause to flourish, and lift 
up his power by Thy deliverance; 
for Thy deliverance do we cons-
tantly hope. Blessed art Thou, 
Lord, who makes the glory of de-
liverance to flourish.”

The Second Translation “May the 
Seed of David Thy servant flouri-
sh speedily and may You exalt in 
Your salvation. For in your salva-
tion do we hope all the day. Bles-
sed are You, Lord, Who brings 
forth the Horn of our salvation.”

In order to understand the 
complexity of this prayer it must 
be understood that the word 
“SALVATION” in Hebrew is very 
similar to, and from the same 
root as the name of Yeshua. In 
Hebrew “Yeshua” is the original 
name of the Western translitera-
tion, influenced by Greek, which 
became “Jesus” in English. The 
Hebrew noun for Salvation is 
actually “Yeshuah.” You can im-
mediately see the closeness and 
relationship between the Hebrew 
word for Salvation (Yeshuah) and 
the name Yeshua. In Hebrew the 
difference is only one letter at the 
end of the word “Yeshua (h).” 

The ending of this fifteenth bene-
diction of the Amida is somewhat 
difficult to understand. Professor 
Solomon Pines of the Hebrew 
University was one of the pioneer 
researchers of early christianity 
and studied the relationship bet-
ween Jewish followers of Yeshua 
and Judaism. Prof. Pines was 

among the earliest academics to 
notice that the benediction of 
the Amida is somewhat complex 
to understand. 

Professor Yehuda Liebes, of the 
Hebrew University succeeding 
Professor Pines noticed that the 
difficulties in understanding this 
prayer lie within the ending. The 
conclusion of this benediction 
does not really tie in with the 
main body of the benediction. 
The first part of the prayer is 
speaking about King David and 
has allusions to Biblical texts. 

Here is a spread out of the prayer 
and the Biblical allusions:
The phrase “A branch (or plant) of 
David” is found in the following 
texts – all of which are clearly 
messianic texts:

Jer. 23:5 “Behold, the days are co-
ming,” says the LORD, “That I will 
raise to David a Branch of righ-
teousness; A King shall reign and 
prosper, and execute judgment 
and righteousness in the earth.” 
(See also: Jer. 33:15)

Psa. 132:17 “There I will make the 
horn of David grow; I will prepare 
a lamp for My Anointed.” The se-
cond phrase in the benediction is 
translated, “Thy servant flourish 
speedily” - it is a liberal transla-
tion of Psalm 132:17, “make the 
horn of David grow” - “Horn” 
here is like “the horn of plenty” in 
the Greco-Roman culture.

In this text of Psalms 132:17, it is 
clear that the Psalmist is talking 
about the Messiah. The paral-
lel phrase of the verse is: “I will 
prepare a lamp for My Anointed” 
- where “Anointed” is actually in 
Hebrew “Messiah.” All of this is 
spoken with reference to King 
David. The third phrase in the 
fifteenth benediction is: “For in 
your salvation do we hope all the 

day.”

Is. 25:9 “And it will be said in that 
day: “Behold, this is our God; we 
have (hoped) waited for Him, and 
He will save us. This is the LORD; 
we have (hoped) waited for Him; 
we will be glad and rejoice in His 
salvation.”

Is. 51:5 “My righteousness is near, 
My salvation has gone forth, and 
My arms will judge the peoples; 
The coastlands will (hope) wait 
upon Me, And on My arm they 
will trust.” 

Psa. 25:5 “Lead me in Your truth 
and teach me, For You are the 
God of my salvation; On You I 
(hope) wait all the day.” 

Prov. 20:22 “Do not say, “I will re-
compense evil”; (hope) Wait for 
the LORD, and He will save you.” 
The last phrase is the one that is 
problematic: “Who brings forth 
the Horn of our salvation.”

Professor Yehuda Liebes presents 
a theory, that in this 15th bene-
diction of the Amida there is a 
possibility that originally Jewish 
Disciples of Yeshua in the Galilee 
composed it. Professor Yehuda 
Liebes wrote an article for Profes-
sor Solomon Pines “Festschrift” 
for his 75th birthday, and it was 
published by the Hebrew Uni-
versity. He points out that in the 
context you would expect to have 
“The Horn of David” like the text 
says in Psalm 132:17, or “Who 
brings forth the Horn of our Mes-
siah,” or even it could work to say, 
“The Horn of David our Savior.” 

But this is not what is written in 
this ancient prayer. The phrase 
to “bring forth the Horn...” con-
nects with a person not with an 
abstract noun like “salvation.” In 
his article Professor Liebes also 
points out that in Biblical Langu-
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age we have not seen the phra-
se “Horn of Salvation,” when the 
word “Salvation” is an abstract 
noun. Again, in the English trans-
lation of 2 Samuel 22:3, “The God 
of my strength, in whom I will 
trust; My shield and the horn of 
my salvation, My stronghold and 
my refuge; My Savior, You save 
me from violence.”

In the Hebrew this phrase is not 
like in the prayer, “Keren Yeshua” 
 ”but it is “Keren Yishei ,העושי ןרק -
 ,It has the same root .יעשי ןרק -
but the form is very different and 
speaks not of an abstract concept 
of Salvation but “My Salvation”, 
which is very personal, and gives 
context to the phrase in Psalm 
22:3 that refers to God Himself as 
the “Horn of my Salvation” - ןרק 
 Also in the Kaddish prayer .יעשי
we find an Aramaic phrase that 
speaks of “God Himself who ma-
kes Salvation grow and brings 
near His Messiah” - “הינקרופ חמציו 
-Va Yetzmach Purka) ”אחישמ ברקיו
ne Va Yekarev Meshiche), but we 
don’t find Salvation as a concept, 
be it acting, recieving, or as a 
source. 

Professor Liebes argues that gro-
wing the Horn is always a questi-
on of giving strength to a person 
and for proof he brings the pas-
sages Psalm 132:17, Jeremiah 
33:15, and Ezekiel 29:21 (Ezekiel: 
“‘In that day I will cause the horn 
of the house of Israel to spring 
forth, and I will open your mouth 
to speak in their midst. Then they 
shall know that I am the LORD.’ ”). 

In Psalm 92:10-11, we find the 
phrase in its natural context and 
the meaning is “to give strength 
to the person so that he can van-
quish his enemies.” (92:10 “But 
my horn You have exalted like 
a wild ox; I have been anointed 
with fresh oil. 11 My eye also has 
seen my desire on my enemies; 
My ears hear my desire on the 
wicked Who rise up against me.”)  

In this text the exhalation of the 
Horn is in parallel with the anoin-
ting of fresh oil on the person 
who is speaking or singing this 
Psalm. In Deuteronomy 33:16-17, 
we find in the blessing of Moses 

to the tribes a blessing for Joseph 
that “his horns like the horns of 
the wild ox” (Deut. 33:16 “With 
the precious things of the earth 
and its fullness, And the favor of 
Him who dwelt in the bush. Let 
the blessing come ‘on the head 
of Joseph, And on the crown of 
the head of him who was separa-
te from his brothers.’ 17 His glo-
ry is like a firstborn bull, And his 
horns like the horns of the wild 
ox; Together with them He shall 
push the peoples To the ends of 
the earth; They are the ten thou-
sands of Ephraim, And they are 
the thousands of Manasseh.”). 

(See also: 1 Chronicles 25:5: “All 
these were the sons of Heman 
the king’s seer in the words of 
God, to exalt his horn. For God 
gave Heman fourteen sons and 
three daughters)

The Bible and Jewish literature’s 
stance with the phrase always 
refers to a person and not to an 
abstract concept, this strengt-
hens the secondary nature of the 
phrase as it stands now in the 
Siddur (the Jewish Prayer books). 
By secondary nature Professor 
Liebes suggests that the original 
must have had a different mea-
ning i.e. it was speaking of a per-
son and not of a concept. 

One of the Midrashic commenta-
ries of the Tanach of the Byzan-
tine period is Yalkut Shimeoni, 
which states that all the eighteen 
benedictions of the Amida are ac-
tually based on 1 Samuel chapter 
2, Hannah’s prayer of gratitude 
for the son that God has given 
her.

This is what Yalkut Shimeoni sta-
tes: “And Hannah prayed. From 
this we learn that women must 
pray since it is clear that Hannah 
was praying the Eighteen Bene-
dictions. 

We know this by the hint that she 
gave us when she said, “My heart 
rejoices in the LORD; My horn is 
exalted in the LORD. I smile at my 
enemies, because I rejoice in Your 
salvation.” (1 Samuel 2:1, The 
Midrash commentary on Samuel, 
chapter 80, states that Hannah 

prayed the Amida. The Midrash 
connects the Amida with the ph-
rase: “My horn is exalted in the 
LORD. I smile at my enemies, Be-
cause I rejoice in Your salvation.”)

There are several more linguistic 
considerations from Biblical texts 
and Second Temple Jewish litera-
ture that prove that the way the 
15th Benediction of the Amida 
reads today is not the original 
text. 

Professor Yehuda Liebes states 
that this prayer makes more sen-
se if those who composed the 
prayer meant the third phrase 
to be about a person and not an 
abstract concept. The most logi-
cal person to whom this phrase 
could refer would be “Yeshua” 
- because the text would only 
change slightly with the addition 
of the letter “ה”. They would at 
least hide the originally intended 
glorification and identification of 
the Son of David, the Messiah, 
and Yeshua. 

This not only happened in the 
ancient days of the Byzantine 
Empire, but it happened in the 
20th Century in the prayer book 
of Rosh Hashanah. 

In the early days of the State of 
Israel, during the 1950s, most of 
the Ashkenazi Machzorim (Ort-
hodox Prayer Books for Rosh Has-
hanah) had the phrase “Yeshua 
Sar HaPanim” - “Yeshua the Mi-
nister (or angel) of God’s presen-
ce.” Later on the “ה” was added 
to make the text read “Yeshuah 
– Salvation – the Minister (or An-
gel) of God’s face.” 

So, it is not a large leap to see 
Yeshua in this very messianic 
blessing of the 15th benedicti-
on of the Amida. Whithin the 
Midrash and Talmud there is evi-
dence that this prayer has been 
changed several times. In some 
periods the name of David was 
inserted a second time and the 
prayer read: “The God of David 
who makes “Yeshuah – Salvati-
on” grow (Tsemach – חמצ) for His 
people Israel.” 

These changes are a clear indi-

cation that there was some dis-
comfort and dissatisfaction with 
the original 15th benediction. 
(Midrash on Samuel 26:3, Martin 
Buber edition, Krakow, Poland, 
page 126. More on the same is-
sue see Zeligman Bear’s book on 
the worship of Israel. There you 
find more Midrashic examples of 
the same in pages 97, 227.)

The question is who? When 
would such a benediction have 
been composed and who would 
want to make it more palatable 
for the Jewish Synagogues in the 
Land of Israel? We have seen that 
after the phrase “ןרק חימצמ” usu-
ally follows the name of a person. 
In the benediction case Professor 
Liebes proposes the possibility 
that it was “Yeshua”, and that the 
prayer was composed by Jewish 
Disciples of Yeshua, and later 
changed because Jewish tradi-
tion in the Synagogues rejected 
Yeshua and his Disciples. 

The quickest fix to the prayer, al-
ready a part of the liturgical tradi-
tion, was to add the “ה” and make 
Yeshua into Yeshuah – salvation. 

In the New Testament we have a 
clear witness that this phrase is 
attributed to Yeshua: “And hath 
raised up a horn of salvation for 
us Meaning the Messiah, whom 
God had now raised.” (Luke 1:69) 
(The Wisdom of Ben-Sirach has 
a very similar phrase like in the 
Gospel of Luke. (Skehan, Patrick 
(1987) The Wisdom of Ben Sira: 
a new translation with notes (Se-
ries: The Anchor Bible volume 
39) Doubleday, New York, p. 524, 
ISBN 0-385-13517-3)

It is clear that Luke and Ben-
Sirach both see the idea of the 
horn of salvation as a reference 
to the messiah. It is likely that this 
addition of the name Yeshua that 
turned into Yeshuah happened in 
the first century before the peri-
od of the Bar-Kochba rebellion 
in the first quarter of the Second 
Century A.D. 

In that period the Jewish Discip-
les of Yeshua were still very much 
Jewish and very much involved in 
the community and local Syna-
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A heavenly perspective viewed on Kinneret shores. Photo by: Markus Nurmesniemi

gogue life. As the letter of James 
in the New Testament witnesses, 
the Disciples were worshiping in 
the Synagogues together with 
those Jews who did not accept 
and believe in Yeshua as the Mes-
siah.

Professor Pines noted that the 
message of the Angel to Mary 
in Matthew chapter 1 was: “And 
she will bring forth a Son, and 
you shall call His name Yeshua 
(JESUS), for He will Yoshiah (save 
– in construct) His people from 
their sins.” (Matt. 1:21)

This phrase has to be understood 
from the Hebrew for in Greek 
translation you lose the play on 
words of Yeshua / Yoshiah. This 
use of the word “save” - Yoshiah 
in this verse is an indication of the 
way that His disciples saw Yeshua 
in the end of the First Century 
A.D. He was seen to be Son of Da-
vid and Savior.

The passages dealing with the 
“horn of David” (קרן דוד) and a 
“plant of David” (צמח דוד) are 
messianic by nature even in their 
original contexts in the Tanach. 

Professor Liebes also suggests the 
possibility that even very early in 
the history of the 15th benedicti-
on of the Amida the disciples of 
Yeshua may have added the “ה” 
at the end of the word “Yeshua” 
and made it into “Yeshuah.” The 
friction between the Jews who 
were disciples of Yeshua and tho-
se who were not inside the Syna-
gogues may have needed pacify. 
One way to sooth the friction and 
still retain their belief would have 
been to mask the name Yeshua 
and make it the noun “Yeshuah.” 

David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first 
Prime Minister used a similar 
technique in the composition of 
Israel’s Declaration of Indepen-
dence written on a Scroll. The 
Orthodox Jews wanted to include 
God in this important document, 
David Ben-Gurion objected to it, 
but in the end compromised and 
wrote in place of God “The Rock 
of Israel.” This satisfied the Ort-
hodox Jews and also those who 
were secular.

Using a word that says what you 
want said and at the same time 
does not say it is like teaching 
with Parables. Those who need 

to understand the parables can 
understand them, and those who 
don’t need to use the parables 
will not. (Matt 13:10-11)

Professor David Flusser brought 
up a theory that this benediction 
was allowed in the Jewish Amida 
prayer because it was a political 
slap in the face of the Sadducees 
who denied the resurrection of 
the dead. So, by asking “The horn 
of salvation” to be raised it is a 
polemic against the Sadducees. 

For the Jewish Disciples of Yeshua 
it would have been natural to 
pray together with all of Israel 
in the Synagogues. For the st-
rengthening of David’s place as 
the prototype of the Messiah, for 
raising of the Horn of David as a 
“savior,” and for resolving the 
waiting for the Messiah, which is 
part of the controversial battles 
inside of Israel. 

Professor Liebes points out that 
in the land of Israel this bene-
diction was omitted because the 
Jewish Disciples of Yeshua were 
well known and their participa-
tion in the Synagogues was the 
cause for the insertion of what 

is called “Birkat HaMinim” - the 
benediction of the heretics. This 
benediction was especially com-
posed to exclude the Disciples of 
Yeshua from participation in the 
Synagogue prayers. 

Since the Diaspora in Babylon, 
the 15th benediction has been 
continuosly included to this very 
day in most of the Jewish Prayer 
Books around the world. Yeshua 
found His way into the most cent-
ral of Jewish prayers, the Amida 
(the Eighteen Benedictions), the 
very core of Jewish prayer and 
the center of Jewish worship. 

Yes, the additional benediction 
against the heretics was added 
and that too continues to be re-
cited in every Synagogue, but the 
memory of Yeshua and Salvation 
is not blotted out and it is our 
conviction that His name will be 
straightened and His Horn of King 
David will bring Yeshuah – Salvati-
on to all of Israel.

(This text has been first published 
in Teaching From Zion in October  
2013.)

www.netivyah.org
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He is Coming
The Hidden Afikoman

**********

Written by:
Paul Sumner

"I have believed that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God,  the 
One Coming into the world." 
(John 11:27)

"Messiah our Passover has been 
sacrificed. Let us therefore celeb-
rate the Feast."
(1 Corinthians 5:7-8)

Near the beginning of a tradi-
tional Passover Seder, a piece of 
matzah is broken in half. The lar-
ger of the two pieces is hidden 
away in linen cloth until the end 
of the meal. When it is brought 
back from concealment it is sha-
red by everyone at the table as 
their final morsel. This broken 
and hidden piece of matzah is 
called the afikoman. 

The ceremony and the name afi-
koman are shrouded in mystery. 

It isn't mentioned in Scripture. 
Nor does the Haggadah for Passo-
ver explain it. The term afikoman 
appears first in the Mishnah in 
tractate Pesahim (10:8). Although 
afikoman is written in Hebrew let-
ters, it is a Greek word. 

Jewish historians don't agree why 
a Greek term entered the Passo-
ver liturgical tradition or what it 
means. One historian said, "It is 
of uncertain etymology." Others 
say it is derived from epikomoi 
("dessert") or from epi komon (a 
call for after dinner pastime, en-
tertainment), or from epikomion 
("festal song"). 

Over the centuries, its meaning 
was lost—or deliberately forgot-
ten. 

Deeper Significance

In 1925 Austrian scholar Robert 

Eisler argued that at the time of 
Yeshua the afikoman was origi-
nally part of an established mes-
sianic ritual observed during the 
Passover. 

He said the whole piece of mat-
zah held up at the beginning of 
the meal represented all Isra-
el, while the broken-off portion 
stood for the longed-for Mes-
siah. When the hidden afikoman 
emerged from concealment at 
the end of the Seder, it symboli-
zed the coming of the Messiah in 
the midst of his people.  

Eisler's Thesis
• Whole matzah = all Israel
• Broken, hidden piece = Messiah

According to Eisler, this symbolic 
ritual was already being obser-
ved by at least some (if not most) 
Jews in the first century at the 
time of Yeshua. The ritual thus 
predated him. His thesis lay dor-
mant for some 40 years. 

[Robert Eisler's two-part article, 
entitled "Das Letzte Abendmahl" 
[The Final Supper], appeared 
in the journal Zeitschrift für die 
neutestamentliche Wissenschaft 
Vol. 24 (1925): 161-92 and Vol. 
25 (1926): 5-37.]

The Recovery

In his book He That Cometh 
(1966), Professor David Daube, 
a Jewish biblical and legal scho-
lar at Oxford University, revived 
Eisler's proposal and provided 
more significant documentation 
for the thesis.  

Daube argued that the word afi-
koman had nothing to do with 
"dessert," but came from the 
Greek verb afikomenos which 
means "the Coming One" or "He 
who has come." 

Daube said the Passover meal 
long had a messianic tone to it. 
And the afikoman matzah glowed 
with a special aura. He believed 
this was because it symbolized 
the expected Messiah. The afi-
koman energized the Seder with 
a deep sense of expectancy: the 
hope of an even greater, future 
Passover redemption. 

Appropriately, this matzah was 
the last thing eaten at the meal. 
Daube believed that the unleave-
ned bread that Yeshua gave to his 
disciples at the last Passover meal 
was actually an afikoman. 

Does the Thesis Fit the Gospels?

The implication of Eisler's the-
sis—and Daube's added valida-
tion—is striking. Can we assume 
that Yeshua took an existing Je-
wish messianic-prophetic tradi-
tion and used it as an opportu-
nity for self-revelation? Was he 
uniting himself with his people 
into "one loaf" and fulfilling their 
messianic hopes? 

If so, then when he raised the 
unleavened afikoman and said, 
"Take, eat; this is my body," he 
was in effect saying: "This broken 
and hidden matzah, which has for 
our people symbolized the Mes-
siah, is fulfilled in me. I myself 
am the Afikoman—the Coming 
One—whom you expect." 

Submerged Stream

This messianic symbolism and 
ritual were eventually lost to Je-
wish tradition.

Daube (himself a Jew) suggests 
the linguistic origin of afikoman 
may have been deliberately dis-
torted by the rabbis. Hence, later 
definitions "dessert" and "after-
dinner entertainment" were put 
forth to cover their duplicity. Or 

the messianic symbolism of the 
ritual was suppressed by later 
rabbinic commentators because 
the messiah didn't arrive. 

In other words, because Yeshua's 
Jewish disciples perpetuated the 
old customs about the afikoman, 
official Judaism abandoned them. 
This was (and continues to be) a 
common rabbinic tactic for trea-
ting perceived heresy. Whatever 
gave credence to Yeshua's claims 
must either be reinterpreted or 
rejected altogether.  

Similarly, in the later gentilized 
Christian church, the original Pas-
sover roots of the "Festival/Fe-
ast" (1 Cor 5:7-8) and the "Lord's 
Supper" (1 Cor 11:20) were obs-
cured by growing anti-Jewish 
ideology and abstract arguments 
about Transubstantiation and the 
efficacy of the sacrament. 

In time, the messianic (i.e., Je-
wish) symbolism in the Seder 
and Afikoman disappeared be-
hind the Eucharist and the Host, 
Communion and the Breaking of 
Bread.

The Coming One in 
the New Testament

Yeshua and his Jewish disciples 
repeatedly refer to his “coming. 
In fact, there were two. As he 
said, “I have come from God” 
(John 8:42), and John wrote, “We 
know the Son of God has come” 
(1 John 5:20). But by far, most 
passages refer to his future co-
ming: his return. “He will appear 
a second time for salvation” (Heb 
9:28). 

Psalm 118:26 — “Blessed is 
the One Coming in the name of 
YHVH.”

This blessing formed part of the 
Hosanna acclamation that met 
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Yeshua as he entered Jerusalem 
for the last time (Matt 21:9 pa-
rallels).

Yeshua also cites this passage 
from Psalm 118 as a promise-
warning to Israel. “From now on 
you shall not see me until you 
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord!” (Matt 
23:39; Luke 13:35). This implies 
his return is contingent upon the 
people of Israel sending up an ur-
gent request to God to send their 
Messiah back, who will remain in 
God’s presence “until the period 
of Restoration of all things” (Acts 
3:21).

In the meantime, he sits at the 

right hand of God “waiting.” Wai-
ting for that prayer to rise from 
Israel’s lips (Heb 10:13). But sit-
ting is not an image of inactivity. 
Paul says Yeshua’s posture of sit-
ting and waiting means he actual-
ly “reigns” (1 Cor 15:25). 

Based on Psalm 110:1, God ma-
kes war on behalf of his Son, whi-
le Paul tells us Messiah works to 
defeat “all rule and all authority 
and power” until the End, when 
he “delivers up the kingdom 
to the God and Father” (1 Cor 
15:24).

The Hidden Afikoman-Messiah 
Reappears

Yeshua physically left earth. He 
was taken away and hidden from 
us. We are told he is waiting, even 
reigning and waging war “until...”

. . . until Israel wants him to re-
turn.
. . . until God and Messiah finish 
liberating their Kingdom (Rev 
11:15) from the supernatural and 
human Resistance Movement 
that has plagued humanity from 
East of Eden.

In time, the Afikoman Messiah 
will return as the longed-for, life-
giving dessert promised to those 
awaiting for him. And every time 
they memorialize the ancient and 
Messianic Seder by eating the 

matzah and drinking the wine, 
they “proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes” (1 Cor 11:26).

Yeshua’s last recorded words to 
his people were: “Yes, I am co-
ming quickly.” In anticipation, 
perhaps an apt response from 
those who partake of his Memo-
rial Afikoman Bread might be: 
“Amen, come Lord Yeshua” (Rev 
22:20).

www.hebrew-streams.org

**********

Yeshua also walked in these surroundings in Capernaum area. Photo by: Markus Nurmesniemi

**********
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Prophetic Perspectives
The Signs of the Coming of the Messiah

**********
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Written by:
Keijo Lindeman

”For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part” (1 Cor. 13:9).

There are various interpreta-
tions concerning the coming of 
the Messiah and the rapture of 
the Church. Many talk about the 
seven year period of the End 
time, which is further divided 
in two three and a half year pe-
riods. Some say the rapture of 
the Church will happen in the 
beginning of the seven year pe-
riod, some say it will happen in 
the middle of it, and the third in-
terpretation places it at the end 
of the seven year period. The 
Bible, however, does not give us 
any exact information about the 
date of the Messiah´s coming, 
which makes it pointless to ar-
gue about these interpretations. 

(Matt.24:36) Yeshua on the other 
hand, while talking to his discip-
les, spoke about many signs that 
would herald His approaching co-
ming. In this paper we will discuss 
briefly the signs of the Messiah´s 
coming.

Yeshua´s teaching about 
the signs of His coming

”Jesus left the temple and was 
walking away when his disciples 
came up to him to call his atten-
tion to its buildings. ´Do you see 
all these things?´, he asked, ´I tell 
you the truth, not one stone here 
will be left on another; every one 
will be thrown down.´ As Jesus 
was sitting on the Mount of Oli-
ves, his disciples came to him pri-
vately. ´Tell us,´ they said, ´when 
will this happen, and what will be 
the sign of your coming [Greek 
ses parusias = to your coming] 

and of the end of the age [Greek 
aion, Hebrew haOlam] ?´” (Matt-
hew 24:1-3, NIV).

Just before His suffering and cru-
cifiction Yeshua told His disciples 
that the beautiful and sumptuo-
us  Jerusalem Temple would be 
demolished. The disciples must 
have been shattered when their 
Master told them that the beau-
tiful Temple would be destroyed 
to such an extent that no stone 
would be left upon a stone. (This 
happened in 70 AD through the 
Roman Forces.) The disciples, 
all shaken, began to ask Yeshua 
when this would happen and 
what would be the sign of His co-
ming and of the end of the age. 
Yeshua responded by giving a 
long and prophetical sermon in 
which He enumerated many signs 
that would signal His coming.

The great deception

”Jesus answered: ´Watch out that 
no-one deceives you… and many 
false prophets will appear and 
deceive many people´” (Matthew 
24:4,11).

”For false Christs and false 
prophets will appear and perform 
great signs and miracles to decei-
ve even the elect – if that were 
possible´” (Matthew 24:24).

Yeshua´s first word was a serio-
us word of warning; do not be 
deceived by the deception that 
has caught many and will catch 
many, even by the power of mi-
racles. There has always been 
false prophets, false messiahs 
(anointed ones), deceivers and 
deception, but especially close 
to the coming of our Lord, the 
enemy of our souls will do his 
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utmost to lead astray as many 
people as possible. As the coming 
of the Messiah draws nearer, the 
currents of the deception will be 
so devious that even many of the 
elect risk being caught up in the 
webs of the deception. (Matt. 
24:24) Satan will masquerade as 
an angel of light, and his servants 
as servants of righteousness. (1 
Cor. 11:1-4; 13-15) 

How, then, can we tell what is 
deception? The most important 
thing to remember is that all that 
is not according to the Word of 
God is deception. Secondly, you 
recognize the tree by its fruit.  
(Matt. 7:15-23)  We will take up 
here some distinguishing features 
of deception. One has to do with 
greed for money. (1 Tim.6:9-12; 2 
Peter 2:1-3) Money in itself is not 
a bad thing, but greed is. Where 
people talk much about money, 
where one is promised success 
and blessings in return for a 
sacrificial donation, beware of 
deception! The Bible also warns 
us not to be deceived by sin and 
immorality. (1 Cor. 6:9-11) If the 
worst happens, and God´s laws 
and instructions  are forgotten 
in this adulterous End time (Jude 
7), God´s grace can be dragged 
through the mire. There is the 
threat of leaving the straight way, 
as well. The Bible teaches us that 
the ways of the Lord are straight, 
but people are looking for roun-
dabout ways so they wouldn´t 
have to obey the clear instruc-
tions God has given in His Word. 
(Hosea 14:10; Eccl.7:30) Not lo-
ving one´s brother is also a form 
of deception. (1 John 3:7-12) 
Yeshua said that the world would 
know His disciples by their mu-
tual love. (John 13:35) The early 
church were one in heart and 
in mind, and their love to each 
other was demonstrated in the 
way they took care of each other. 
(Acts 4:32-35) One further sign 
of the approach of the Messiah´s 
coming is that the believers´ love 
gets cold as lawlessness increa-
ses. (Matt. 24:12-13)

The world will know a last and 
hideous deception. The Bible te-
aches us that the Lord will restore 
Israel, Jerusalem, and His church 

close to His coming. (Acts 3:19-
21; Isa.49:6, 8; 62:1-7; Eph.5:25-
27) This means, e.g. , that true 
believers will be gathered in one 
flock. (John 10:16) The enemy of 
our souls, who is well aware of 
this plan of the Lord, will come 
masqueraded as an angel of light 
and deceive the Christians in the 
End time. He will build a counter-
feit system, a unity of churches  
or an ecumenical world church 
led by Rome.  The Book of Re-
velation calls this ”Babylon the 
great, the mother of prostitutes” 
whose real nature will be revea-
led once she is in power. She will 
persecute believers through the 
earthly power of the beast. (Rev. 
17; Eph.5:31-32; 1 Cor.6:15-16)  
Many Christians with no or little 
knowledge of the Word will be 
deceived, because they think that 
Yeshua´s prayer ”that they would 
be one” has come true, although 
what they see is only counterfeit 
oneness displayed by the leaders 
of the prostitute church of Ba-
bylon, and not the real oneness 
in Spirit based on the light of 
the Word. (John 17:20-23; Ps. 
119:105; 1 John 1:7; Rev. 17-18) 
Tragically, also the Finnish church 
leaders are leading their flocks 
towards the world church led by 
Rome. 

Wars and rumours of wars

”You will hear of wars and ru-
mours of wars, but see to it that 
you are not alarmed. Such things 
must happen, but the end is still 
to come. Nation will rise against 
nation and kingdom against king-
dom...” (Matthew 24:6-7).

”When you hear of wars and re-
volutions, don´t be frightened. 
These things must happen first, 
but the end will not come right 
away. Then he said to them: Na-
tion will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom...” 
(Luke 21:9-10).

Among the signs heralding the 
Messiah´s coming are also revolu-
tions, wars and rumours of wars, 
which we are now hearing from 
all over the world. The sea of na-
tions is surging, especially around 
the Great Sea, i.e. the Mediter-

ranean. (Dan.7:1-3). From this 
uproar the beast nations will rise 
in the End time. The Middle East 
and the regions of the river Euph-
rates have been for years another 
crucial area of great uproar, and 
it will continue to be one till the 
end. (Rev.9:12-21; 16:12-16) Eve-
rything will culminate in a gre-
at world war and an atom war. 
There are many references to the 
great End time war in the Bible, 
e.g. in Ezekiel 38-39 and Revelati-
on 9 and 16. Israel will also come 
under attack.

Natural disasters and exceptio-
nal weather phenomena

”There will be famine and earth-
quakes in various places” (Matt-
hew 24:7).

”There will be great earthquakes, 
famines and pestilences in vario-
us places, and fearful events and 
great signs from heaven” (Luke 
21:11).

”The sky receded like a scroll, 
rolling up, and every mountain 
and island was removed from 
its place… Every island fled away 
and the mountains could not be 
found” (Rev.6:14; 16:20).

Natural disasters and exceptional 
weather phenomena are among 
the signs of the Messiah´s co-
ming. One of these disasters is 
famine, so common in many pla-
ces, especially in Africa. Millions 
of people suffer from malnutri-
tion or are starving. In the End 
time famine and expensive groce-
ries may well strike the Western 
world and the Northern countries 
which are now living in luxury. 
(Rev. 6:5-6: Zech. 6:6) Earth-
quakes, even huge earthquakes, 
are signs of the End time. Eventu-
ally the earth will be shaken by so 
enormous an earthquake – caus-
ed possibly by the falling into the 
sea of a big asteroid - that moun-
tains will crumble and islands will 
be removed from their places. 
Certain believers have had visions 
of a complete parting of Northern 
and Southern America  
 The Mount Zion in Jerusalem 
will be the highest (temple)

mount in the world and the rest 
of the earth will be rather flat. 
(Isa.2:1-4) God will shape up the 
earth into a paradise for the co-
ming Kingdom of the Messiah. 
(Isa.51:3; 65:17-25)

Alongside these phenomena 
mentioned above, the Bible spe-
aks about many other signs of 
the End time. We will take here 
briefly some examples:
*  Plague, pestilence, and 
epidemics (Rev.6:7-8).
* Heat, draught, locusts 
(Joel 1).
* Torrents of rain and 
floods (Ezekiel 38:22).
* Frost, snow and hails-
torms (Job 38:22-23).
* Tornados (Jeremiah 
23:19-20).

Global persecution

” Then you will be handed over 
to be persecuted and put to dea-
th, and you will be hated by all 
nations because of me. At that 
time many will turn away from 
the faith and will betray and hate 
each other” (Matthew24:9-10).

”´However, the days are 
coming,´declares the LORD, 
´when men will no longer say, 
´As surely as the LORD lives, who 
brought the Israelites up out of 
Egypt´, but they will say, ´As sure-
ly as the LORD lives, who brought 
the Israelites up out of the land 
of the north and out of all the 
countries where he had banished 
them.´ ´ For I will restore them to 
the land I gave to their forefat-
hers. But now I will send for many 
fishermen´, declares the LORD, 
´and they will catch them. After 
that I will send for many hunters, 
and they will hunt them down on 
every mountain and hill and from 
the crevices of the rocks´” (Jere-
miah 16:14-16).

Believers in Yeshua have been 
persecuted ever since the days 
of the early church. (Acts 8:1-2) 
In this End time that we live in, 
believers are being persecuted in 
about fifty countries, and there 
are about 200 million believers 
who experience persecution. 
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The worst situation has been for 
many years in North Korea, and 
in many Islamic countries per-
secution is a daily threat. Even-
tually persecution will increase, 
and also Western countries that 
have professed freedom of religi-
on will persecute Bible believing 
and pro-Israel Christians. (Mark 
13:9-13)

God´s chosen people, Israel and 
the Jews, will also be persecuted. 
Something will happen in the 
world that will trigger off global 
anti-Semitism and Israel hatred, 
and the Jews will have to flee  
from the nations to Israel in the 
great End time Exodus. (Zech. 
2:6-8) God allows this to happen 
so that every one included in His 
chosen people would return to 
the land of their forefathers. At 
the end there will be no Jew left 
among the nations. (Ezek.39:28-
29) During those days of great tri-
bulation believers who love Israel 
must help them to flee from the 
nations to their own land. (Isa. 
49:22; Matt.24:20-22)

Increase of wickedness

”Because the increase of wicked-
ness [ Greek anomian= lawless-
ness, an attitude without the law/
Torah], the love of most will grow 
cold” (Matthew 24:12).

”This is love for God: to obey his 
commands. And his commands 
are not burdensome” (1 John 
5:3).

”Not everyone who says to me, 
´Lord, Lord´, will enter the king-
dom of heaven, but only he who 
does the will of my Father who is 
in heaven. Many will say to me on 
that day, ´Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name, and in 
your name drive out demons and 
perform many miracles?´ Then 
I will tell them plainly, ´I never 
knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!´” (Matt.7:21-23)

”For the secret power of lawless-
ness [Greek anomias] is already 
at work; but the one who now 
holds it back will continue to do 
so till he is taken out of the way. 
And then the lawless one [ Greek 

anomos= a person without the 
law/Torah] will be revealed” (2 
Tess.2:7-8).

”This man was handed over to 
you by God´s set purpose and 
foreknowledge; and you, with 
the help of wicked men [ Greek 
anomon= lawless, without the 
law; refers to Roman soldiers who 
nailed the Messiah on the cross] , 
put him to death by nailing him to 
the cross” (Acts 2:23).

Yeshua mentioned in his prophe-
tical sermon on the Mount of 
Olives that one of the signs of His 
coming would be the increase of 
lawlessness. This means a gene-
ral moral collapse; crime, violen-
ce and overall amorality takes 
over the societies of the world, 
as we now see happening. This 
moral corruption and loss of love 
for God also concerns Christian 
churches who have ceased to ho-
nour the truths of the Word and 
of the commands of God. A good 
example of this moral backsliding 
is the rejection of the traditional 
concept of marriage between 
man and woman, and replacing it 
with gender neutral marriage.

Lawlessness, however, has a spi-
ritual dimension as well. In the 
Greek language there is the word 
nomos, meaning law, God´s To-
rah (Hebrew Torah= teaching, 
instruction, law; the five books 
of Moses; mostly translated as 
”law”). The opposite of nomos is 
anomias, which means lawless-
ness or an attitude that wants to 
be without God´s law/Torah, or 
undo the Torah. The secret of this 
lawlessness was working already 
at the time of the Apostle Paul, 
but it could not take over, becau-
se after the ascension of Yeshua, 
Paul with the other apostles su-
pervised the Torah-honouring 
teaching given in the church. 
(Matt.5:17-19; Acts 24:14; 26:22; 
Rom.3:31; 1 Tim. 1:8) But Paul 
warned that after him savage 
wolves, false prophets, would 
come into the church, who would 
not spare the flock but carry into 
the church pernicious doctrines, 
exposing God´s church to a great 
danger with their teaching that 
distorts and nullifies the Torah, 

and even changes God´s Word. 
(Acts 20:28-31: Matt. 7:15-17; 
1 Peter 2:1-3) Towards the end 
of the first century, while John, 
the last of the apostles, was 
still living, these savage wolves 
that rose from the midst of the 
church, these lawless people, 
these antichrists, sought to split 
and disperse the Messiah´s one 
flock with their deceitful lies. (1 
John 2:18-19) Their work will 
reach the peak in the End times.

We can learn from the Acts from 
which direction this religious law-
lessness is impacting the church. 
The Messiah was nailed to the 
cross by men of lawlessness, i.e. 
Roman soldiers. Daniel chapter 
seven, towards the end, confirms 
this; it speaks about the four 
beasts that rise from the chur-
ning sea of nations, about the 
horn of the beast of Rome that 
changes the times and the law. 
This beastly kingdom of Rome 
first ruled through emperors, 
then it became a religious power 
governed by the Holy Seat, and 
it will continue as such untill the 
Millennium reign of the Messiah. 
(Dan.7:23-27; Rev 20)  This horn 
of the beast of Rome has chan-
ged times and calendar (also the 
times of biblical feasts), and the 
law/Torah with its command-
ments. Let us see some exaples.

The horn of the beast of Rome re-
moved from the Ten Command-
ments the command not to make 
nor to adore any images, and split 
the tenth commandment in two 
in order to maintain the same 
number of commandments. This 
opened the way to the worship 
of Virgin Mary and the saints. 
Biblical holidays, God´s set times, 
were turned into a mixture of 
Babylon´s mystery religion and 
biblical feasts ( Lev.23), of which 
Christmas is a good example.

Otava Great Encyclopedia wri-
tes on Christmas: ”Pagan backg-
round and Middle Age tradition 
of Christmas: Christian Christmas 
was transferred to December 25 
in the middle of the fourth cen-
tury. The former holiday was in 
January, at Epiphany. There have 
been many different interpre-

tations and calculations about 
the date of Christ´s birth. It has 
been placed in the spring or in 
the autumn. No tradition binds 
it to December. The reasons lie 
elsewhere. In Rome, instituted by 
Emperor Aurelian, the birthday 
of the Sun god was celebrated 
on December 25, ”Dies natalis 
solis invicti”.  This festivity was 
connected with oriental religions, 
e.g. the Mithra cult. This date was 
chosen because about the time of 
the introduction of the Julian ca-
lendar winter solistice happened 
to fall on December 25. The Chris-
tian church took the same course 
of action as many times before. It 
did not fight against the success 
the holiday had gained but rather 
embraced it and gave it a Christi-
an content. Two other festivities 
observed in the Roman empire, 
Saturnalia and Kalendai, also had 
influence on the establishment of 
Christmas.”

Pope Julius I established the 
25th of December as Jesus´ birt-
hday, i.e. Christmas Day, in 345. 
Thus the sun god´s birthday was 
turned into the celebration of 
Jesus´ birthday. ( It is most pro-
bable that Yeshua was born in the 
autumn around the time of the 
Feast of Tabernacles. The Bible 
doesn not give any command nor 
example to celebrate Yeshua´s 
birthday.) Our second example 
deals with Passover.

Otava Great Encyclopedia writes 
on page 5503: ”In the most an-
cient times, especially in Asian 
churches, Passover was observed 
according to the Jewish tradition 
on Nisan 14. In Western count-
ries another tradition was obser-
ved according to which the fast 
couldn´t be ended nor the feast 
begun untill the following Sunday. 
Also this practise was considered 
apostolic. The earliest recorded 
knowledge of the western style of 
Passover dates from the early se-
cond centrury in Rome. Through 
its pagan-christian tradition the 
Roman church clearly wanted 
to separate itself from Jewish 
influence. Passover favoured by 
Rome also differed from the eas-
tern way as to the contents of the 
feast. The winner was the pagan-
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christian Passover which was in-
stituted by the Council of Nicea in 
325. The date of Passover, object 
of debate still for the next two 
centuries, was placed on Sunday 
following the next full moon after 
vernal equinox. ”

Extract from the papers of the 
Council of Nicea in 325: ” By re-
jecting their ways we can pass to 
coming generations the legally 
right form of celebrating Passo-
ver… So we should not have anyt-
hing in common with the Jews, 
because the Saviour has shown 
us another way: our worship ob-
serves a legally more right and 
appropriate sequence (order of 
week days). And consistently, 
choosing unanimously this form, 
dear brethren, we want to sepa-
rate ourselves from the disgusti-
ng company of Jews.”

We see how Christianity has been 
taken over morally and religous-
ly by lawlessness. The instruc-
tions of God´s Word are ignored, 
and His commandments are not 

obeyed. Those who practise law-
lessness, however, are heading 
towards a tragic end. Yeshua the 
Messiah won´t recognize them 
as His own even though they had 
done miracles in Jesus´ name, 
cast out demons and prophesied. 
All miracles are not from God. 
What matters is that we obey 
God´s Word and the Lord´s com-
mandments. This doesn´t mean 
we obey Him under compulsion, 
but that we obey His command-
ments out of love for God and the 
Messiah, thanking Him for having 
saved us by grace. All things will 
reach their highest in the End 
time, and the ultimate man of 
lawlessness will appear, as the 
Apostle Paul warns us. (2 Tess. 
2:1-12)

The Gospel of the Kingdom and 
the last Revival

”Jesus went throughout Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the good news of the 
kingdom, and healing every di-
sease and sickness among the 
people. News about him spread 

all over Syria, and people brought 
to him all who were ill with vario-
us diseases, those suffering seve-
re pain, the demon-possessed, 
those having seizures, and the 
paralysed, and he healed them. 
Large crowds from Galilee, the 
Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and 
the region across the Jordan fol-
lowed him” (Matthew 4:23-25).

”And this gospel of the kingdom 
will be preached in the who-
le world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will 
come” (Matthew 24:14).

Almost two thousand years ago 
Yeshua the Messiah preached 
the gospel of the kingdom to 
one people, the Jewish people, 
healing the sick and the posses-
sed. (Matt. 9:35-38)  Big crowds 
followed Him during this great 
revival. At the end of this age of 
grace, just before the Messiah´s 
return, the gospel of the kingdom 
will be preached intensively. And 
not only to one people, the Israeli 
people, but to all nations around 
the world. Signs and wonders 

accompany this last great revival 
of the gospel of the kingdom as 
the Lord confirms the Word of 
His gospel by signs. (Mark 16:15-
18) When this mission of the last 
great but short revival is accomp-
lished, alongside with the great 
Exodus caused by it, the end of 
this age will come. (Dan. 12:1-3) 
We have to keep working as long 
as there is day, because night is 
coming when no one can work. 
(John 9:4)

We will continue to discuss the 
signs of the Messiah´s coming in 
the next issues of Yovel.

A scenery from the Lake Kinneret. Photo: Markus Nurmesniemi
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